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Expectations of Confirmation Families 
Students will: 

1. attend the majority of sessions per year and special mandatory worship 
services 

2. complete a presentation each year 
3. fulfill requirements for sermon studies, and service hours 
4. attend a confirmation retreat in the fall 
5. complete one capstone project their second year 
6. show a commitment to their faith and growth 

1. Sessions and Special Worship Services: 

Sessions start Wednesday September 14th.  
All sessions are on Wednesday at from 6:30-8:00pm. 
Students are expected to come with Bible, Small Catechism, and Binder. 
There are a total of 20 sessions. 

Special Worship Services: 
Reformation Sunday 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Christmas Eve 
Ash Wednesday 
Palm Sunday 
Holy Thursday 
Good Friday 
Easter 

Confirmation Rules: 

Come to class prepared, passionate, and pleasant! 
Do your best…for God, for your parents, for your leaders, for yourself!  
Respect yourself, your peers, your parents, and your leaders! 
Have a sense of humor!  We will have fun and enjoy this faith formation process! 
 

2. Presentations: 

The presentations are an opportunity for the student to demonstrate something they 
learned and how it applies to their faith today. We are looking for creativity and 
application with the projects. The proposals are a way to track to see if the student and 
the instructors are on the same page.  

Second year students will share a presentation on November 16th  
First year students will share a presentation on February 22nd  

Presentation Guidelines: 

1. It must be something you create and can show to the class 



2. The project should demonstrate something that we have talked about in class 
or related to the content.  

3. A proposal for the topic and project must be submitted to Beth for approval 

3. Sermon Studies and Service Hours: 

These two aspects are a way to teach students more about worship on Sunday 
mornings and what it means to be a Christian through service.  

Requirements: 

Sermon Studies: 

12 Sermon Studies each year.  

We would like each student to turn in at least 6 in the fall and then 6 in the 
spring. If you have more time in the fall than spring, feel free to turn in 
more than 6. If you have more free time in the spring, you can do more 
then, but remember you only have until the end of Confirmation sessions.  

Sermon Studies will be emailed to Beth Stephens at 
bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org  

Service Hours: 

6 hours per year coming from at least two events.  

The requirement is 6 hours, and we want to see the students participate 
in at least two events. So if a student volunteers with the nursery, they will 
get plenty of hours from that service, but they would have to choose 
another event to volunteer for in order to fulfill this requirement.  

4. Confirmation Retreat 

This is brand new for this year! We will be going to Camp Arcadia in Arcadia, MI to learn 
more about what it means to be a Lutheran Christian middle schooler. We will be 
meeting with other Michigan youth from across the state. There will be fun camp 
activities as well as time to talk about faith and life with the large group and our church 
group specifically. We are really excited for this opportunity for our students! 

5. The Capstone Project 

This is for the second year students as a finale of their time in Confirmation. Similar to 
their yearly projects, we want the students to be able to express their faith in a way that 
makes sense to them. But, different than the yearly projects, they do not have to choose 
something that they can show to others. It is wide open for what the students want to do 
here. There are three parts to the Capstone 

1. Choose a Confirmation Life Verse 
Choose a verse or two from the Bible that describe what it means to be a 
Christian, or that sticks out to the student.  
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2. Choose a project 

This project should be something that describes an aspect of faith that is 
important to the student. We want our guidelines to be vague enough to 
encourage creativity, but give some direction of where to go. We will 
provide a topic list and project ideas to give some more direction. But we 
want to see what the students come up with for themselves as well.  
 

3. Write a Summary faith statement to share at the Confirmation Ceremony 
At the Confirmation Ceremony, each student will share a Statement with 
the people gathered there. Here are the guidelines: 

1. Mention your Confirmation life verse and why you chose it.  
2. Explain your Capstone Project and why you chose what you 

did.  
3. Share what your faith means to you and the difference faith 

makes in your life today.  

6. Students will show a commitment to personal faith and growth.  

Confirmation is a special opportunity for students to share their personal faith in front of 
the church. It is a step in the journey of faith. Our goal is to teach students more about 
their faith and how it connects to their daily life. This expectation is not something that 
we can measure nor will we try to. We want to communicate that our goal is not to 
indoctrinate a student. We are not trying to force the faith onto a person. But it is to help 
them see more clearly what it means to follow Christ and live as a Christian as a part of 
the Church.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
What if my student has activities or sports on Wednesday night or Sunday morning? 

In recent decades, parents have increasingly prioritized extracurricular activities over 
and above their student’s faith formation.  Few parents are telling coaches and activity 
leaders that their child has to miss because of church, but parents seem to have little 
trouble telling their pastor that their student must miss confirmation or church activities 
because of practice, games, or travel teams.  We would like to reverse this troubling 
trend!  

When parents teach that activities and sports come before their faith development and 
church related events, they will take that life-lesson into adulthood, and their faith will 
become optional.  We see it happen all the time!  Therefore, your Christian priorities and 
principles must guide your decisions as parents when planning your student’s weekly 
schedule.  Children learn what they live, and they will learn what is MOST important in 
life from you and your leadership!  

Can my student bring his/her smart phone or tablet to class? 



If they are responsible, yes.  If they are not, then no.  You already know the answer. Any 
device misused during class will be confiscated and given to the parents afterward. 

What about misbehavior and discipline? 

Misbehavior that requires classroom discipline is rarely an issue in Confirmation Class. 
Any issues that arise with students will be discussed with all parents involved within 24 
hours of the incident. 

Is Confirmation graded? 

No, faith formation does not receive a grade. 
However, there are standards that should be met as we help form your student’s faith. 
Therefore, if a student’s work does not meet those standards, it will be returned to them. 
Acceptable work is: complete, correct, coherent, and clearly communicated. Acceptable 
work reflects your student’s best effort! 

 

When is Confirmation cancelled and what do we do if that happens?  

To best accommodate family schedules, if there is no school or school is cancelled 
because of weather, then there will be no Confirmation Class that evening.  If 
Confirmation Class is cancelled, you will be notified by email.  Parents and students 
should then consult the class schedule and their student’s binder and complete the 
assigned work for that class session to best of their abilities. 

“The Talk” 

During Confirmation training this year, your students will have the opportunity to listen, 
learn, and also talk openly and honestly with their leaders about all aspects of the 
Christian faith.  While the focus of those lessons will always be on God’s faithfulness to 
His people and His plan of salvation for them through Jesus Christ, there are times when 
the Bible addresses issues of marriage and family and even sexuality.  While we pledge 
to discuss these issues in age-appropriate ways always stressing God’s ideas and ideals 
for marriage and family, we want to encourage you, if you have not already done so, to 
speak intentionally with your child about “the birds and the bees” so that they will be 
prepared.  We believe that parents (not public schools, misinformed friends, or the 
mainstream media) should be the primary teachers of human sexuality to their children, 
and we are happy to help equip you with resources and coaching in this areas so that 
you are better equipped for this important conversation. 

 
 
 
 



 
Calendar of Events/Sessions 

 
August 

31 Parent meeting  
September 

14 Class 
21 Class 
28 Class 

October 
5 Class 
12 No Class (The Retreat) 
14-16 Confirmation Retreat at Arcadia 
19 Class 
26 Class 

November 
2 Class: Presentation proposals due today  
9 Class 
16 Class: Presentations  

December 
No Class 

January 
4 Class 
11 Class 
18 Class 
25 Class: Capstone Proposals due today 

February 
1 Class 
8 Class 
15 Class: Presentation Proposals due today 
22 Class: Statement of Faith Drafts due today 

March 
1 Ash Wednesday Service  
8 Class: Presentations  
15 Confirmation Practice/Pictures  
25 Confirmation Ceremony 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Presentation Topics (first half): 
 

Students may choose one of the Ten Commandments. 
 

Presentation Topics (second half): 
 

1. Lord’s Prayer 
2. First Article of the Apostle’s Creed 
3. Second Article 
4. Third Article 
5. Confession 
6. Absolution 
7. Baptism  
 

Students may not choose the same topic as someone else in their class.  
  



Capstone Project Ideas: 
 

1. Choreograph a dance that represents your faith 
2. Create something crafty that shows an aspect of your faith. 
3. Write a song that explains a part of your faith 
4. Take pictures to describe what your faith means to you. 
5. Build something that helps you explain the difference your faith means to you 
6. Draw a picture that describes your faith 
7. Make a video that helps you explain your faith.  
8. Plant a garden and talk about how the different plants, soil, and stuff represent your 

faith 
9. Organize a service project and relate it to your faith 
10. Sew a quilt that has special meaning to you and relate the pattern or the process to 

your personal faith  
11. If your faith was written in a book, create a book cover that would reflect your faith.  
12. Create the plans for a video game that would describe your faith. Design a cover for 

the video game.  
13. Choose a Bible story and create a play to act it out. You might need to recruit some 

friends to help you with this one. Find a group of kids that you and your friends can act 
out the story to. Explain why you chose this story from the Bible.  

14. Use a science experiment to describe an aspect of your faith and what it means to you.  
15. Use Calligraphy or a computer program to write your Confirmation Life verse in a way 

that represents the meaning of the verse.  
 
The door is wide open! Don’t feel like you have to choose one of these! If you come up with your 
own idea, write it down into your proposal and we will work on it together! The important thing is 
to be creative!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Presentation Proposal: 
 

Name: 
 

Date: 
 
 

Topic of Presentation: 
 
 
 
 

Presentation Idea: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
 



Capstone Proposal: 
 

Name: 
 

Date: 
 
 

Confirmation Life Verse (just the book, chapter and verse(s) : 
 
 

Why I chose this verse: 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Idea: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why I chose this for my project: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: 


