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On Tuesday, October 31st we will mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

About forty years before Luther was born, a man named Johannes Gutenberg invent-

ed and implemented the movable type printing press.  Because of his work, mass 

production and distribution of personal and professional writing was now possible. 

Martin Luther was born on November 10, 1483 in Eisleben, Germany to Hans and 

Margarethe Luder.  His family moved to Mansfield, Germany where his father 

worked in the copper mines with the hope that Martin would attend law school one 

day and make a name and a good living both for himself and for the family.   

Martin attended school in Mansfield, Magdeburg, and also in Eisenach and then in 

1498 entered the University of Erfurt.  After receiving his Bachelor’s and Master’s 

degrees at Erfurt, he began his studies in Law, much to the satisfaction of his father 

and family.  

But then something incredible and unexpected happened.  After a near death en-

counter during a thunderstorm, Martin made a promise to St. Ann that if he survived 

he would become a monk.  Shortly thereafter, he entered the Augustinian order, one 

of the most prestigious, but also strictest monasteries.  In 1507, Luther was ordained 

as a priest in the Roman Catholic Church and celebrated his first Mass (Divine Ser-

vice of Holy Communion).  Then in 1512, he received his doctorate in theology. 

Over the next five years, Luther studied the Scriptures and gave lectures on Psalms, 

Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews.  The more he studied, and the more he lectured, 

the more Luther discovered something was not right in his approach and in his prac-

tice of his spiritual life. Luther found it impossible to please a holy and just God on 

his own; through his own merit, through his own discipline, and through his own 

will.  It was impossible.  The harder he tried, the further he fell into depression and 

despair.   Continues page 2 



Reformation History Continues... 
At this same time, Luther also saw discrepancies between 
what he studied in the Scriptures and what the Roman 
Catholic Church believed and practiced concerning the 
power of the Pope, the authority of the Church to forgive 
sins, and the position and priority of Church Tradition over 
and above the Holy Scriptures.  The Catholic Church at 
that time regarded the Pope’s words and decrees as the 
same as Christ’s words and commands.  The Church also 
said that the Pope had the power to forgive sins in himself 
apart from Christ.  In contrast, Luther believed that Jesus 
Christ alone had the power to forgive sins and grants that 
power to His Church to share.  Those in authority in the 
Roman Catholic Church claimed that Catholic Church 
Tradition and its rituals and practices were on the same 
level and had the same authority for our lives as the Holy 
Scriptures.  Luther contended that the Word of God was 
God’s plan of salvation for His people in and through 
Christ and that God’s Word should be the only source and 
standard by which we live as Christians. 

Finally, the Church at that time sold indulgences to people, 
which were paper certificates proclaiming that a person’s 
sins had been forgiven.  These could be purchased for the 
living or for the dead in order to reduce their amount of 
time spent in purgatory (a place of waiting between earth 
and heaven).  Luther believed that grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness were free gifts from God that He has 
generously given to His people through His Son, Jesus.  

The holy discontent in Luther’s soul stirred until he could 
no longer ignore it.  The verse that kept resounding in his 
mind and in his heart was from the New Testament book 
of Romans, the first chapter, “The just will live by faith.  
The just will live by faith.  The just will live by faith.”      

So, in 1517, emboldened by his study of the grace of God 
from Scripture, and disgusted with the display of power, 
politics, and spiritual manipulation of the Church in Rome, 
Luther nailed his famous 95 theses on the church door in 
Wittenberg, Germany which outlined his objections to the 
doctrinal abuses of the Roman Catholic Church as he 
understood them from God’s Word.   

Luther’s original intent was never to leave the Roman 
Catholic Church.  He loved his Church, and he was a priest 
and professor in that Church.  Luther just wanted the Pope 
and the Bishops and those in leadership to “reform” their 
erroneous beliefs about how a person is forgiven and saved 
through the merits of Jesus Christ alone.   

In 1518, Luther appeared before Cardinal Cajetan at 
Augsburg, but refused to recant; to take back what he was 
teaching and preaching and writing concerning the 
Catholic Church.  Then in December of that year, 
Frederick the Wise, the Elector of Saxony, protected 
Luther against a possible capturing and refused to hand 
Luther over to Rome for church discipline. 

The next year, in July of 1519, Luther debated Professor 
Johann Eck at Leipzig, and Luther fully denied the 
supreme authority of Popes and Bishops and Councils over 
the Word of God.   

Then in 1520, the Roman Catholic Church issued the 
Papal Bull “Exsurge Domine”, giving Luther 60 days 
to recant or be excommunicated.  In response, Luther 
wrote three of the strongest papers he ever penned:  To 
the Christian Nobility, On the Babylonian Captivity of 
the Church, and The Freedom of a Christian.  He also 
publicly burned that Papal Bull, and, according to 
legend, called it a colorful word for cow manure. 

The following year, in April of 1521, Luther was put 
on trial at the Diet of Worms before Emperor Charles 
V with Johann Eck and other leaders of the Church 
and State.  In the midst of the highest religious and 
political powers of the land, he refused to take back 
his writings.   

After the Diet of Worms on his way back to 
Wittenberg, Luther was “kidnapped" by his stately 
savior, Frederick the Wise, and hidden at Wartburg 
Castle to protect his life.  It was there  where Luther 
would begin translating the New Testament from 
Greek into German, the language of his people. 

Because of his refusal to recant, an edict from the 
Church condemned Luther as a heretic and an outlaw 
and Martin Luther was formally excommunicated 
from the Roman Catholic Church that he so dearly 
loved, and to which he had dedicated his whole 
professional life to that point.   

 In March of 1522, Luther came out of hiding and 
returned to Wittenberg where he finished the New 
Testament translation.  The first copy was published 
and sent it to his faithful friend and powerful ally, 
Frederick the Wise.   

More than that, the Bibles which had been written in 
Latin and chained to the desks of the monastery 
libraries because of their great value and expense 
could now be available to every family; now written 
and read in their own language. 

God used Martin Luther as a revolutionary in his time 
and place to move the whole Christian Church back to 
the Bible, focus the faithful on the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ, and unchain the Word of God 
from the sacred rectory and place it in the hands of 
ordinary people.   

Our history and heritage as Lutheran Christians is one 
of bold belief, a tenacity for the truth, and a passion 
for all people to believe, teach, and profess that we are 
saved by grace through faith in Christ alone.  May 
God still call us today through His Holy Spirit to be 
modern-day reformers and revolutionaries as we stand 
up for the truth of God’s Word and proudly proclaim 
the saving name of Jesus Christ!   

This is what the Reformation is really about!  This is 
why we will celebrate its 500th Anniversary!! 

 



Children’s Ministry  
Beth Stephens, DCE  

Confirmation  
Confirmation begins on Wednesday, September 
13th. This year our 5th and 6th grade students will 
be diving into God's Word and seeing how what 
was written so long ago is still applicable today. 
Pray for these students, Beth Stephens, and Pastor 
Brad as they journey through this faith formation 
together.  

Youth Group 
On Sunday, September 10th from 4-6pm, we will 
be launching our fall youth group programming 
with a Slip-N-Slide Kickball game. Youth in 
grades 7th-12th are welcome to participate in this 
fun activity. After the game we will have 
refreshments and talk about what is happening 
this year in youth group!  

On Sunday, September 17th we will begin a 
series on our Lutheran faith and the Reformation 
in preparation for the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  

Join us for this fun family event!  

Each year we dress up trunks in our 
parking lot and pass out a whole lot of 
candy! This year our Trunk-Or-Treat is on 
October 27th at 6:30pm. 

Bring your kids, bring your neighbors, 
and whoever else you can invite! We 
always have a good time and lots of 
candy!  

If you would like to participate as a trunk, 
call or email Beth Stephens at  
bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org. or call 
269-964-0401 x116 

1 Timothy 1:15 

“Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners” 

On Sunday, September 10th we will be kicking off our Sunday 
Morning Children's Ministry! Join us for a craft, Bible Lesson, 
and a snack! This year we will be focusing on the life of Jesus, so 
expect your children to come home full of excitement about Jesus, 
His life on Earth, and how He lives in us today!  

Save time and sign-up your children online through our website at 
stmarkbattlecreek.org. Just click on the events tab at the top of the 
home page to register.  Please pray for our awesome and dedicat-
ed volunteers as they engage our children in God's Word every 
weekend.  



Fall Studies 
Men’s Study  
Begins Wednesday, September 13th 6:30pm 
All Pro Dad: Seven Essentials to Be a Hero to Your 
Kids is a men's Bible study by Mark Merrill.  
 
All Pro Dad will lead men on an eight-week 
exploration into the 7 M's identified in the book of 
the same title. Using the power of visual media, the 
best of storytelling, and small-group principles and 
practices, this resource will help men in the area 
where our culture most needs them. All fathers want 
to be all pro dads; they want to be their child's hero. 
Sometimes they just don't know how. As in football, 
a father must start with the basics of what he needs 
to know-makeup, master, mission, message, motive, 
method, model-before he executes. These seven 
fundamentals will help every father expand his 
capacity to love and, in turn, lead in his most 
important job-being a dad. 
 
Sign up in the lobby! Contact Dave Huisinga at 

david.husinga@sbcglobal.net 

Friday Morning Bible Study 
Begins Friday, September 1st 10:00am 
Join us as we begin a study of the Book of Romans. 
We will discover some of the great doctrines and 
teachings of the faith (and the Reformation) in this 
wonderful letter of St. Paul. Everyone is invited to 
come for coffee, fellowship, and study on Fridays 
from 10:00 to 11:30am. 
 
Second 50’s Bible Study 
Tuesday, September 5th 10:00 to 11:30am  
Join us in the Café to “wrap up” our study on Isaiah. 
Following the Bible study we will celebrate with our 
monthly fellowship lunch at the Coney Island Café, 
962 Capital Avenue NE at 11:45am. 
 
Membership Information Class 
Sunday, September 17th 1:00-2:30pm 
The Membership Information Class will take a look 
at the basics of the Christian faith from the Lutheran 
perspective and answer questions about the doctrine 
and teachings of the Lutheran faith as practiced here 
at SMLC. Class will meet in the Café for six weeks 
(No class on October 15).  
 
If you are interested in being part of the class or 
would like more information about the class please 
contact Jack Langfeldt at 269-964-0401 or email 
jlangfeldt@stmarkbattlecreek.org. 

 

Commissioning 
Jack Langfeldt, Deacon  

On Sunday, August 6th, 2017 Jack Langfeldt 

was Commissioned as Deacon. The change 

from Lay Minister to Deacon will allow Jack 

to continue to serve SMLC as he has been as 

well as enhancing the overall ministry by, 

allowing him to perform all aspects of Word 

and sacrament ministry. The most obvious 

changes you will see are the wearing of a 

deacon’s stole when robed for worship and, 

as needed, the consecrating of the elements 

for the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Begins Sunday, October 1st at 8:30am 

(Tropics Classroom)  

A Man Named Martin - Part 3: The Move-
ment, is a 5 session study showing how the 
Reformation accelerated the transformation 
of an already changing world. The march of 
the Reformation left its imprint on the face of 
culture and citizen alike. Everything from 
education, politics, science, theology, mar-
riage, and the family-and even extending to 
one's view of vocation and his relationship to 
God-came under the influence of the Refor-
mation. 



Music Outreach  

60th Anniversary “Legacy of Faith” 

 

Our World for Children 
Celebrating 15 years!  

 

Sunday, October 1st,  9:30 and 11:00am Worship (Sanctuary) 

8:00-11:00am Pancake Breakfast in the Ministry Center—Led by Men’s Ministry, Contact Keith Rogers at 

krogers@stmarkbattlecreek.org or Sam Giese at firstsamsg@gmail.com to help.  

 

Preparations are underway for a day of worship, fellowship, and celebrating all God has done for us!  

Special Guest: Reverend Harold Teuscher (Pastor at SMLC from 1972-1980) 
Music Theme: “Legacy of Faith”, (music planned by looking back but moving forward). Historical visual 
presentations to enhance our heritage are being prepared by volunteers and staff members.   
There will also be Children’s Ministry for both services.  You might even receive a SMLC logo item before 
you leave!  
 
Invitations will be available for you to give or send to your friends and family who have been associated with 
SMLC in the past, so our reunion will be sweet! Getting involved is easy!  Join the Choir, (men) help with 
breakfast, or for other opportunities, check your Weekly News as we approach this event. 
 

 

 

Our World for Children’s celebrates 15 years and 

with that comes remodeling. It has been a very busy 

summer with all the construction and now the center 

looks beautiful.   Each classroom in the Our World 

wing had new carpet, LVT flooring, paint, counter-

tops, cabinets, and sinks installed.  We have re-

ceived a lot of positive feedback about the new up-

dates from our teachers and families.   We would 

like to thank all the volunteers that have come out to 

help us move classrooms, Newman Construction for 

overseeing the entire renovation and all of their con-

tractors for their hard work and job well done!   Al-

so, thank you to those that applied for a Thrivent 

Action Team.  The gift cards helped us to purchase 

new glass in some of the lofts and shelving in the 

storage closets.  

The school year is off to a wonderful start!  Our 
classrooms are almost full with enrollment at 194.  
It is an exciting time for the children to transition to 
new classrooms where they can continue to grow 
and develop, and to learn more about Jesus.  An up-
coming event we have planned is Trunk-or-Treat on 
October 27th.  It is a fun event that our staff and fam-
ilies enjoy taking part in each year. 

Heather Crail, Assistant Director  

The SMLC Praise Team  just participated in the 
first Church Band Expo (along with Crossroads 
Church and Ministries) during the Calhoun Coun-
ty Fair, on August 13th. Pastor Brad joined us for 
prayer, besides playing the cow bell, and teaching 
the motions for “All The People Said Amen”, 
which was a lot of fun!! 
 
Megan from the County Fair Administration said: 
“We are excited to have bands from local church-
es gather to offer family friendly entertainment 
during the county fair.” The proceeds from the 
Grand Stand ticket sales will go to The Haven of 
Rest & Kids Against Hunger. Look for an update 
on the final amount donated in our Weekly News.  
  
Many Thanks to our  praise team members who 
spent many hours rehearsing and planning for this 
event! Vocalists: Lisa Piper-English, Caitlin 
Wetherill, Audrey Bracke and Trudy Stitt  
Band: Drummer & Vocalist: Rich Hemphill, Bass 
guitar: Randy Yeo,   Lead guitar & Vocalist: Bill 
Foster, Acoustic guitar: Bill McFadden, Key-
board: Debbie Candy, Roadie: Linda Lawrence, 
Sound support: Gary Lapekas and Maddy Coons, 
Gate & ticket volunteers: Kellie & Stephanie 
Delong, Laura & Megan McFadden, Rick & Sue 
Schuemann.     

Crossroads Church team was helpful and support-
ive as they shared the stage with us. It was good to 
work with our Christian brothers and sisters in the 
community!   

Thank you volunteers for representing Christ and 
St. Mark Lutheran! I am pleased to call you “my 
team!”    -Debbie Candy, Music Director 



Maury’s Musings 

 

THE SMALL TREE        

A plumber was hired to help restore an old farm-

house, and after he had just finished a rough first 

day on the job, a flat tire made him lose an hour 

of work, his electric drill quit and his ancient one-

ton truck refused to start.  While a friend drove 

him home, he sat in stony silence.  On arriving, 

he invited the friend in to meet his family.  As 

they walked toward the front door, he paused 

briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the 

branches with both hands.  Upon opening the 

door he under went an amazing transfor-

mation.  His tanned face was wreathed in smiles 

and he hugged his small children and kissed his 

wife.  Afterward, he walked his friend back to his 

car.  As they passed the tree, the friend asked him 

about what he had seen him do earlier.  "Oh, 

that's my trouble tree," he replied.  "I know I can't 

help having troubles on the job, but one thing's 

for sure: those troubles don't belong in the house 

with my family. So I just hang them up on the 

tree every night when I come home and ask God 

to take care of them.  Then in the morning I pick 

them up again.  Funny thing is," he smiled, 

"when I come out in the morning to pick them up, 

there aren't nearly as many as I remember hang-

ing up the night before." 

 

I USED TO BE INDECISIVE  

NOW I'M NOT SURE. 

ENDORPHINS         

These are chemicals in your body that interact 

with receptors in your brain.  When they are re-

leased they help you feel focused, pleasure, less 

pain, euphoric and bliss, overall a better 

mood.  LAUGHTER is one of the blessings from 

endorphins.  This is one of the reasons we try to 

bring some humor to our Maury's Musings each 

month.  So, release your endorphins and laugh 

and smile at some of the feel good and humorous 

articles we share with you each month. 

STAY!  STAY!       

 A woman pulled into a crowded parking lot at a lo-

cal shopping center and rolled down the car win-

dows to make sure her Labrador Retriever pup had 

fresh air.  He was stretched full out on the back seat 

and she wanted to impress upon him that he must 

remain there.  She walked to the curb backward, 

pointing her finger at the car and saying emphatical-

ly, "Now you stay.  Do you hear me?

Stay!  Stay!  The driver of a nearby car, a smart-

aleck man, gave her a "duh" kind of look and said, 

"Why don't you just put it in park?" 

 

PENCIL MAKER TOLD THE PENCIL  
5 IMPORTANT LESSONS BEFORE  
BOXING IT:  

 
     1.  Everything you do will always leave a mark. 

     2.  You can always correct the mistakes you 
 make. 

     3.  What is important is what is inside of you. 

     4.  In life, you will undergo painful sharpening, 
 which will only make you better.    

     5.  To be the best pencil, you must allow your
 self to be held and guided by the hand 
 that holds you. 

 

WRITE YOUR PLANS IN PENCIL,  

THEN GIVE GOD THE ERASER. 

 

FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES   

Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about 

a contest he was asked to judge.  The purpose of the 

contest was to find the most caring child. The win-

ner was a four-year-old whose next door neighbor 

was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his 

wife.  Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went 

into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap 

and just sat there.  When his mother asked him what 

he had said to the neighbor, the little boy said, 

"Nothing.  I just helped him cry.” 

 



5th Sunday Special Collection                Art Exhibit  

As you know we, are working hard to pay 
down our mortgage which costs us more 
than $60,000 annually.  The collection from 
our 5th Sunday donation on July 30th was 
$1,950. 

Thank you for prayerfully considering the 
5th Sunday donation for debt reduction. Our 
next debt reduction Sunday, is October 29th! 

Gary Schluckbier, Treasurer 

End of Year Financial Summary 
2016-2017 Ending June 30, 2017 

 

 

• St. Mark combined ministries (SMLC plus Our World for Children (OWC)) ended the year with a  

      net income of $96,500.  As you may recall, we budgeted to break even. 

◊ Our contributions to St. Mark ended up $11,200 over budget and $29,000 or 6.6% over last year. 

◊ OWC tuition and fees income ended up $164,900 over budget and 13.6% over last year. 

• Our current mortgage balance is approximately $991,900 with an interest rate of 3.625% 

◊ During the 2016-17 fiscal year we paid an additional $21,200 of principle above the monthly  
 payments. 

◊ Our  mortgage expense is in excess of $60,000 annually which limits us from doing more at  
             SMLC.  

• As you can see our financial situation is sound with the exception of our debt load. With the generous giving 
of our members and the continued success of the OWC team we pray this continues. With God’s continued 
blessings we can even do more in the future. 

 

Respectfully Yours,  

Gary Schluckbier, Treasurer 

“The Reformation Remembered  

Artistic Expressions of Faith”   
Sunday, October 1st—7th  

Located at the Art Center of Battle Creek 

 

 

Celebrating 500 Years!  



St. Mark Celebrates 60 Years!  
Please save the date for Sunday, October 1st, 2017! 

SPECIAL DATES! 
Sunday, September 10th Youth & Children’s Ministry Begins  

Wednesday, September 13th Confirmation Begins  

Sunday, September 17th New Members Class Begins  

 

Sunday, October 1st SMLC 60th Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, October 1st—Saturday, October 7th Reformation Art Show, Art Center of Battle Creek 

Sunday, October 15th 500th Reformation Worship—Breslin Center Lansing, MI  

Friday, October 27th Trunk or Treat at SMLC  

Sunday, October 29th Reformation Worship at SMLC  

“Passionately sharing the love of Jesus with all people!” 

St. Mark Lutheran Church  

114 E. Minges Rd.  
Battle Creek, MI  49014 

269-964-0401 

office@stmarkbattlecreek.org 
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