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“And a little child will lead them”.  Isaiah 11:6.  A profound passage, no 
doubt; prophesying the boy king (Josiah) who would lead the Israelites at the 
age of 8 and, at the same time, point ahead to the person and work of Jesus, 
who would be incarnate as the baby born in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph, 
and who would become for us our King of kings and Lord and lords. 

We don’t often think of little children leading us, guiding us, teaching us; espe-
cially in our context here at SMLC and OWC where our staff of almost 50 
lead, guide, teach, love, and care for over 200 children each and every week.  
We often think we are the ones to give life lessons to them, until they show us 
something magnificent about life or truth or beauty or grace through their pre-
cious perspectives. 

Such was the case when I prepared for OWC chapel the week of January 29th.  
On a rotating basis, select SMLC and OWC staff provide chapel twice each 
week for our students.  We take them through the major stories and themes of 
the Bible.  The Bible story that was mine to present that week was from Mark 
10:13-16; the story of the little children coming to Jesus and being blessed by 
Him.  Slam dunk, right?!  Easy peasy, lemon squeezy!  I just need to throw 
some songs together, pick a key Bible verse for the children to recite, and this 
chapel should be a breeze to present.  

God had other plans.   

This story (that I thought I knew so well) of the little children coming to Jesus 
would lead me to a greater understanding of the grace and mercy of God for all 
people and a more robust response from God’s people to the presence of Christ 
in their lives. 

One reading of Mark 10:13-16 turned into another and then another, and then a 
search of some commentaries and scholarly articles, notes from professors, in-
sight from colleagues, even some online browsing of other pastors preaching 
on the topic.  It was a burst of study that was both refreshing and rewarding.                                                                                             
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Confirmation Service  
Saturday, March 10th, 2018 10:00am  

Children’s Ministry 
The children on Sunday Mornings are working their 
way through the life of Christ. We will be studying 
the miracles Jesus performed while He was on Earth 
and what it means for us today! On Easter Morning, 
April 1st, there will not be children's ministry, as we 
will worship all together for that special Sunday. We 
are excited for our 4th graders to take the next step 
and start Confirmation instruction in the fall. They 
will start learning more about God's Word and what it 
means to be a Christian. Our last day of Sunday 
School will be on May 20th. Thank you for taking the 
time making Worship and Sunday School a priority in 
your family's life, it is a difference that will continue 
to impact your children for their whole life.  

Family Easter Celebration 
On Saturday, March 24th 9:00am SMLC is hosting 
an Easter event for the whole family! Join us for 
breakfast, a craft activity, and an egg hunt! This 
event is free of charge, so bring your family and an 
Easter basket, and help us celebrate the joy of Easter. 
Breakfast starts at 9am in the Ministry Center, and 
the event will conclude by 10:30am. The hunt portion 
of the event will be outside, so be prepared for the 
weather! If you are interested in volunteering or have 
more questions, please contact Beth Stephens at 
bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org or check out our 
Facebook event on the St. Mark Battle Creek 
Facebook page.  

Youth Group 
Sunday Nights: 
Our youth have finished up a series on the 2018 
Olympics. We played some wacky Olympic games 
and learned about some Olympians and their faith. 
We will continue to meet on Sunday nights to 
learn more about what the Bible has to say about 
creation, and why it is fundamental to our faith 
today.  
 

Middle School Gathering: 
The middle school students will be headed to 
Frankenmuth on June 1-3 to meet up with other 
middle school students from across the state. We 
will spend time playing games, eating good food, 
worshiping, and learning more about who Jesus is 
for us today! Contact Beth for more information!  
 

VBS! Save the Dates 
Sundays June 24th, July 22nd & August 26th 

This year we are spreading out the fun of VBS! 
We will have our VBS on three separate Sunday 
nights throughout the summer. We will start by 
eating a family dinner together, and then the 
children ages 3 through entering 4th grade will 
participate in VBS activities including crafts, 
games, Bible story, and worship. Registration will 
open in May and the events are free. We will be 
looking for many volunteers to make these nights 
happen. If you or someone you know would be a 
great fit for our team, please contact Beth at 
bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org.  

More details to come! 

Throughout this year, students in 5th and 6th 
grade have been studying the Old and New Tes-
taments on Wednesday nights. On March 10th, 
12 students confess their personal faith in Jesus 
in front of family and friends. We encourage 
you to come to this service in support of these 
young people and their faith formation. Is your 
student going into 5th grade in the fall of 2018? 
Talk to the office to get signed up to be part of 
the Confirmation Instruction for the next year.  

 

Confirmands 
Braden Austin 
Aidan Bracke  
Sophia Crail 

Stefanie DeLong 
Jayden Edmonds 
Kevin Fronsman 
Riley Hubbard 

Travis Neal 
Ethan Tabiadon 

Alexandra Thompson 
Paige Thompson  

Brady Vette 



PROXIMITY TO JESUS 

God was teaching me through a basic Sunday 
School story, that I wasn’t as smart as I thought I 
was, and I that I didn’t have it all figured out like 
I thought I had. 

Through that time of reading and research, 
conversation and collaboration, praying and 
pondering, God presented me with three 
principles: 

1.  God consistently throughout history shows His 
grace and mercy to infants and young children 
despite their age, their dependence, their 
knowledge, their spiritual maturity, their family 
situation, or their understanding of our sinful 
condition. 

2.  Those who come to Jesus with questions, 
concerns, or needs are given answers, blessings, 
challenge, comfort, food, forgiveness, healing, 
help, hope, and salvation.  Those who do not 
come to Jesus with their needs, or because they 
feel they have no needs that Jesus can address, do 
not receive such blessings. 

3.  The active rejection of Jesus and His offer of 
love and forgiveness is what determines the 
eternal destination of a person. 

Proximity to Jesus is the key.   

Those who draw close to Jesus are blessed.  
Those who drift further from Jesus are not.  The 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to children.  It also 
belongs to those who come to Jesus in a child-like 
way and receive Him like a little child. 

What does that look like? 

Well, consider our children or grandchildren.  
Cute and cuddly, no doubt!  Charming and 
captivating for sure!  But in reality, each is a 
mixture of someone amazing and aggravating, fun 
and frustrating, naughty and nice, sincere and 
selfish.   

And how do our children come before the Lord? 

Without much knowledge, experience, or 
expertise.  Without much to offer in terms of 
value that would benefit God.  Without any sort 
of perfection attained by obedience to God’s 
commands or alignment of purpose to God’s will.  
Instead, our children come before the Lord needy, 
dependent, certainly not innocent, and most likely 
self-centered…but with tremendous faith and 
trust! 

 

Continues.. 

The story of the little chil-
dren coming to Jesus is not 
just a nice Sunday School 
message that communi-
cates God’s love for little 
people, and how wonderful 
it is that Jesus would take 
some time out of His busy 
schedule to play with, 
bless, and pray for those 
little ones.  It is that, but it 
is so muchmore.  This story is a lesson on 
how to receive the coming Kingdom of God.  
Not in arrogance, pride, or self-sufficiency.  
Not with our long list of good works and ac-
complishments for the church that we hope 
will outweigh the wrongs we have done in 
life.  Not with our intellectual insights that 
have prompted theological discussions with 
family and friends and somehow have man-
aged to spur our own spiritual growth.  

No. 

We come to Jesus, we come into His King-
dom, and we receive God’s salvation like a 
baby, like a child: Totally needy, certainly 
naughty, and not at all deserving. 

And what does Jesus do?  He takes us in His 
arms, blesses us, and gives us His Heavenly 
Father’s Kingdom. 

So where are you in proximity to Jesus?   

Are you approaching Him like a little child?   

Or, are you drifting away from Him like the 
accomplished adult that you think you are?   

“And a little child will lead them.” 

 

Pastor Brad  

 

  

 



For the Lord God will help Me; 

Therefore I will not be disgraced; 

Therefore I have set My face like a flint, 

And I know that I will not be ashamed. 

Isaiah 50:7 

CONFERENCES OWC 
At this time of year we are holding our preschool 

conferences.  Teachers evaluate children at the 

beginning of the year and again in January in the 

areas of social-emotional development, 

responsibility/personal skills, cognitive, language, 

fine-motor, and gross-motor skills.  Conferences 

are a wonderful time to communicate to parents 

concerning their child’s positive qualities, 

strengths, and developmental gains that have been 

made so far this year. 

 

Registration this season is also a time that 

parents start thinking about enrolling their child 

in preschool for the following school year.  We 

are scheduling many tours at this time for 

interested parents.  Registration for our current 

families and church members will begin March 

12th.  If you are interested in having your child 

attend Our World for Children in the Fall, please 

contact us for more information at 269-965-0401 

or email at mhuisinga@stmarkbattlecreek.org. 

 

Heather Crail, Assistant Director, OWC 

Volunteering at SMLC 
SMLC, as most churches, relies on many volunteers for the ministry and service of the congregation to function. We are also, 

like most churches, continually looking to have additional volunteers join our ministry teams. If you would like to volunteer at 

SMLC simply mark the appropriate interest box on the Connection Card in your Sunday service folder and drop it in the 

offering plate or give it to an usher or elder. 

We, the staff and leaders of SMLC, make this three point promise to all of our volunteers: 

1. We will prepare you to succeed in whatever volunteer position you choose to serve. For some ministry opportunities there 

is very little preparation or training needed, and for others it may be quite extensive. We will not put you into a situation 

where you are likely to fail, and we will provide you with the best information and instruction possible. (We will also help 

you to find ministry and service opportunities that fit your gifts and talents.) 

2. We will acknowledge the value of your time and commitment. We understand that your personal life is busy and hectic 

and by being as flexible as possible in scheduling your service as possible, informing you of additions or changes in 

schedules, and adding new events or opportunities as soon possible, we will seek to reduce the anxiety volunteering might 

bring. 

3. We will provide continuing support to you as you volunteer. You can expect the staff and leaders to be ready to answer 

your questions and concerns, provide further training as needed, and provide continual encouragement to you.  We will 

also recognize and acknowledge your service and participation in the ministry of St. Mark Lutheran Church. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Iron Sharpens Iron 
Saturday, March 10th 8:30am 4:55pm  
Brookside Christian Reformed Church 
3600 Kalamazoo Ave. Grand Rapids, Michigan  

This conference is designed to equip & encourage 
men in their roles as leaders in the home, church 
and community.  We bring in the best of the best in 
ministry to men and offer a variety of seminars that 
are uniquely specific to men ages 13 and 
up. Contact David Huisinga for more information at 
david.huisinga@sbcglobal.net 
 

Senior Adult Ministry Events 
Bible study meets on Mondays. March 5th and 
12th, and April 2nd and 9th at 10:00 in the Café. 
Please join us as we continue to read and study the 
book of Galatians. For more information contact 
Deacon Jack Langfeldt at 269-964-0401 ext. 253 or 
email jlangfeldt@stmarkbattlecreek.org.  
 
Monday, March 5th Luncheon at Pasche’s Lakeside 
on W Columbia Ave, Battle Creek. Please sign up 
in the lobby. If you would like more information 
you may contact Pearl Severson at 962-2861 or  
Don Hunkins at (989) 259-0518. 

THANKS  

Norma Mayo— 
Thank you, Norma for all the years you have 
delivered flowers to the area nursing homes as 
part of the Altar Team.  
 
Pat Gray has graciously volunteered to take 
over this important position for Norma.   

 

Membership Information Class 
Sundays, April 8th through May 20th 1:00-2:30pm. 
This is an opportunity to learn about the basics of 
the Christian faith, and the worship and practices 
of SMLC. Membership Information Class offers 
information that is important for those wishing to 
become members of SMLC as well as serving as a 
review for those who are already members. For 
more information or to sign up to attend contact 
Deacon Jack Langfeldt at 269-964-0401 ext.253 or 
email langfeldt@stmarkbattlecreek.org.  
 

Wild Turkey Hunting Seminar  
Thursday, April 12th 6:30pm SMLC Café  

Join us as we discuss hunting how to’s of this 
loud, sometimes dumb, oftentimes just smart-
enough bird; the wild turkey. Last year we covered 
the basis, and this year we will pull out all the calls 
and techniques for the loudmouth, shy and the 
infamous henned-up Toms. Yelps, purrs, cackles, 
cuts, putts and gobbles will be in abundance! Try 
our calls or bring your calls for hands-on 
instruction. 
 
Contact Sam Giese for more information at 
firstsamsg@gmail.com or call 269-968-0066. 
 

 



Maury’s Musings 

 

SO WHAT DID YOU GIVE UP FOR LENT?        

This question is not asked of us as frequently today 
as it was a generation or two ago.  Perhaps because 
most people today don't get as serious about Lent as 
they did years ago.  If that's the case, it's sadly un-
fortunate.  However, to my mind, life is not so 
much  about what I have or have not given up as it 
is recognizing that I live in a physical body and in a 
physical world...and they all are made by God and 
belong to Him.  It isn't a matter of what I give 
up.  Rather it's a matter of realizing that I am fully 
responsible for the totality of my existence...and so 
are you!  Adam and Eve were placed in a marvelous 
environment, which they were to keep in good 
shape.  We, too, are living in physical bodies and in 
a physical environment, which we are to maintain 
and enjoy.  It's a matter of being good caretakers of 
all that God entrusts to us, including our bod-
ies.  Yes, God has given us an enormous responsi-
bility.  Lord, help us to be trustworthy managers and 
caregivers of every gift you have given us.  

 

DRUMMOND'S BAR IN MT. VERNON, TX 
began construction on a new building to increase 
their business.  Across the street, the local Baptist 
church  started a campaign to block the bar from 
opening with petitions and prayers.  Work pro-
gressed right up until the week before opening when 
lightning struck the bar and it burned to the 
ground.  The church folks were rather smug in their 
outlook, that is, until the bar owner sued the church 
on the grounds that the church was ultimately re-
sponsible for the demise of his building, either 
through direct or indirect actions or means.  The 
church vehemently denied all responsibility or any 
connection to the building's demise in its reply to 
the court.  As the case made its way into court, the 
judge looked over the paper work.  At the hearing, 
he commented: "I don't know how I'm going to de-
cide this, but as it appears from the paper work, we 
have a bar owner who believes in the power of pray-
er, and an entire church congregation that does not." 
 

 

 

HOSPITAL REGULATIONS require a wheel-
chair for patients being discharged.  A student 
nurse found one elderly gentleman already dressed 
and sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his 
side.  He insisted he didn't need any help to leave 
the hospital.  After being told about the rules, he 
reluctantly let her wheel him to the elevator.  On 
the way down, she asked him if his wife was meet-
ing him at the door with the car.  "I don't think so", 
he replied.  "She's still upstairs in the bathroom 
changing out of her hospital gown." 

 

SOME PEOPLE CAN HAVE ALL THE 
LIGHTS ON AND STILL BE IN THE DARK! 

 

TOO OLD???    
God has limitless ways of reaching people.   
76-year-old Ethel Hatfield desired to serve the 
Lord and asked her pastor if she could teach a 
Sunday School class.  However, he said that she 
was really too old.  She went home heavy- hearted 
and disappointed.  One day, while working in her 
rose garden, a Chinese student from a nearby uni-
versity stopped and commented on her flow-
ers.  As they talked together, she had the oppor-
tunity to tell him about Jesus and His love.  He 
returned the next day with another student, and 
then another student, and that was the beginning of 
Ethel's ministry.  She was delighted to share the 
gospel with these students because she knew His 
power to change lives.  His gospel "is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who believes".  Pre-
cisely because of Ethel's age, a group of 70 Chi-
nese believers sat together at her funeral.  They 
had been won to Christ by a woman who was told 
she was "too old" to teach a Sunday School class. 



Finance 

Pew Project Update 

The Pew Project work is scheduled to begin in April a�er 

Easter. The Pew Project is a renova�on program for the 

Sanctuary to include flooring, pews, ligh�ng and fans. 

We are over half way to mee�ng our goal.  

Thank you for your support! 

SMLC Finance Monthly Finance Team Update 
Goal- To provide St Mark with responsible financial guidance to ensure that ministries are 
funded and operating costs are overseen  
     

       

Team: 
 Treasurer - Gary Schluckbier  Members-Carol Pierce, Jill Robins, Karl Dehn, Lori Hopkins, 
Tina Gambino, Finance Manager–Julie Kellogg 

       

       

July 1, 2017 –December 30, 2017 (6 Months) 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 

       

    Funding from  
Adj. Differ-

ence  

     outside the over(under) Previous 

YTD Results  Actual Budget Budget budget YTD Actual 

Offerings, Gifts-SMLC $224,648  $258,000   ($33,352) $233,738  
Designated Contributions - 
SMLC $27,238  $2,500  $27,238  ($2,500) $43,572  
Designated Contributions - 
OWC $15,659  $0  $15,659  $0  $6,153  

Other Income  $4,217  $1,185   $3,032  $8,597  

Tuition and fees-OWC $685,379  $703,200    ($17,821) $700,349  

Total Income $957,140  $964,885   ($50,641) $992,408  

       

Expense – SMLC  $264,723  $249,147  $27,238  ($11,662) $255,266  

Expense – OWC $739,727  $740,720  $15,659  ($16,652) $682,563  

Total Expenses $1,004,450  $989,867   ($28,314) $937,829  

       

Net Income (Loss) YTD ($47,309) ($24,982)   ($22,327) $54,579  

If you have any questions please call Gary Schluckbier 269-962-3649 or Julie Kellogg 269-964-0401. 

 

 

Goal: $70,000 

Amount pledged:   $44,432 

Amount received:  $38,958 

Amount still needed:  $31,042 



UPCOMING SMLC EVENTS 

Wednesdays, Lenten Services 6:30pm 

Saturday, March 10th  Confirmation Service 10:00am  

Saturday, March 24th Family Easter Event 9:00am 

 

March 25th Palm Sunday 

March 29th Holy Thursday 

March 30th Good Friday 

April 1st Easter Sunday 
 

New Member Class Begins 

Sunday, April 8th 

 

Wild Turkey Hunting Seminar  

Thursday, April 12th  
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“Passionately sharing the love of Jesus with all people!” 


