
St. Mark  
News 

Rev. Maurice G. Shackell is resting with Jesus.   

 

Our faithful friend, co-worker in Christ, Director of Older Adult 
Ministries, and Pastor for over 60 years passed away on Easter 
Monday, April 2nd 2018 with his wife, Carol, and children Dave and 
Julie by his side. 

 

Pastor Maury served five congregations during the course of his 
career including Grafton, Ohio; St. Paul, Pontiac; Unity, Detroit; 
Zion, Marshall; and St Mark, Battle Creek. 

 

The night before his passing, I had the opportunity to visit with Pastor 
one on one.  Pastor to pastor, mentor to mentor, friend to friend, man 
to man.  I read the Easter Gospel to him from Luke.  I shared the 
Easter sermon with him (which I’m sure was the high point of his 
day:).  I sang “Jesus Christ is Risen Again” to him. 

 

Then I just talked with him.  I talked about life, about death, and his 
entrance to heaven, and about Carol, and about the peace that passes 
all understanding.  I told him not to worry...  That his children and his 
church would be there for Carol, and that Carol was quite capable 
herself.  I thanked him for his support, guidance, scholarship, insight, 
and friendship.  I thanked him for his love of all things English, 
especially poetry, but not figgy pudding!  And then I prayed with him.   

 

It was one of the most beautiful and peace-filled moments in all of my 
ministry.                                           
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Children’s 
Ministry 
May 20th: Special volunteer  thank you and last 
Sunday for Children's Ministry. 

 
In children's ministry, we are finishing up our study 
of Jesus! This whole year we have been studying the 
Gospels. We started with Jesus' birth, His life on 
Earth, the miracles He performed, His teachings, and 
His death and resurrection. It has been an exciting 
year full of science experiments, fun, and Bible 
teachings.  

We are so thankful for all of our volunteers in 
children's ministry: Lindsey and Jack Schuemann, 
Lori, Emma, and Kirk Burdette, Stephanie 
Hiaeshutter, Andrea Neulken, and Matt Neal.  

VBS! 
Vacation Bible School  

Theme: AMPED 

Verse: John 10:10 (NIRV) 
"I have come so that they may have life. I want 
them to have it in the fullest possible way." 

Dates: June 22nd, July 24th, August 26th 

Ages: For VBS Programming, we welcome all 
children 3 years old through going into 4th grade 
fall of 2018.  

Older students can sign up to volunteer! 

We are trying something NEW this year! We are 
going to have VBS Family Nights. On June 22nd, 
July 24th, and August 26th your whole family in 
invited to join us for dinner and VBS programming 
from 5-7pm. We will be following our theme verse 
each night and talking about what it means to live 
fully alive in Christ! If you can't make one of the 
nights or if you can only make one night, don't 
worry! Each event can be enjoyed independently, so 
your family will have a great time whenever you 
can make it! This will be free! We will be asking for 
volunteers to help and supplies to be donated! If you 
have any questions, please contact Beth Stephens, 
DCE at 269-964-0401 x255 or email 
bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org. 

Confirmation 
Meeting 

Wednesday, May 30th at 6:30pm. 

Families with students currently in 4th and 
5th grade! We are having a Confirmation 
Orientation meeting for parents and 
Confirmation students. We will discuss 
expectations and information to register as 
well as changes for the next year.  

Confirmation Instruction is offered to those 
in 5th and 6th grade. This year we will be 
reviewing the Catechism and the six chief 
parts of our beliefs as Lutheran Christians.  

If you have any questions, contact Beth 
Stephens, DCE at 269-964-0401 x255 or 
email bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org. 

John 10:10 (NIRV) 

"I have come so that 
they may have life.  

I want them to have it 
in the fullest  

possible way." 

May 20th will be our last regular meeting 
day. Join us for a fun celebration to kick off 
the summer! Keep watching for information 
regarding summer events for middle school 
and high school students! Looking forward 
to seeing you all this summer!  

 

Youth Group 



MAURY 
Continues 

It’s not too often that a pastor gets to 
minister to another pastor and his family.  
But when those moments happen they are 
certainly special, and this one was Spirit-
filled.  I thank God for Pastor Maury, his 
life, his marriage to Carol, his family, his 
ministry over the decades, and his 
friendship during his final years.  I will miss 
him, and I count it an honor and privilege to 
have known him and to have served the 
Church alongside him.   

 

While Maury’s Musings will come to an 
end for our Newsletter, and I realize that is 
why most of you read it in the first place:), 
the wit and wisdom of Pastor Maury’s 
legacy will continue.  While I could close 
with a church joke, I’m afraid that it would 
not measure up to the standards of Maury’s 
Musings, so instead  I would like to share 
one of Pastor Maury’s favorite poems by 
one of his favorite hymn writers, Charles 
Wesley.  It is also a favorite of mine that I 
have shared before in messages, and that I 
shared with the family at Pastor Maury’s 
graveside service.   

 

“Make My Sacrifice Complete” 

O Thou who camest from above 
The pure celestial fire to impart 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
On the mean altar of my heart 
There for Thy glory let it burn  
With an inextinguishable blaze 

And trembling to its source return 
In humble prayer and fervent praise 

 

Jesus confirm my heart’s desire  
To work and think and speak for Thee 

Still let me guard the holy fire and  
Still stir up Thy gifts in me 

 
Ready for all Thy perfect will 

My acts of faith and love repeat 
Till death thy endless mercy seal 
And make my sacrifice complete. 

 

 

 

 

In Memory  
January 2nd, 1931—April 2nd, 2018 

 

 

The sacrifice of Pastor Maury’s life was made 
complete the day after Easter, April 2nd 2018.  
Thanks be to God for Rev. Maurice G. Shackell, 
and may he continue to rest in Jesus until the 
resurrection.  Because Jesus lives, Pastor Maury 
lives, and we will see him again.  Until we meet 
again, old friend! 

 

Pastor Brad 



Q&A—A Special Response  
Among the questions that were submitted for the Q & A Series were multiple questions on one subject; 
cremation. The questions asked specifically: Is there any Scriptural support for or against cremation; what is the 
church’s position on cremation; and, How is cremation viewed by others? 
 
Cremation is the burning of the human body after death. Historically the practice stretches back to many 
centuries BC in what is now India. Bodies were also cremated in Greece and Italy for many centuries. 
 
Cremation is not mentioned in the Bible’s Old Testament, although burning of bodies was sometimes the penalty 
for law-breakers (Genesis 38:24; Leviticus 20:14; 21:9; Numbers 16:35; Joshua 7:15-25). The only Biblical 
instance of dead bodies being burned in what we may consider a cremation is in 1 Samuel 31:11-13. The bodies 
of Saul and his sons were burned out of respect (the Philistines had mutilated the bodies). The bones were then 
buried to show honor and respect. 
 
The New Testament of the Bible says nothing about cremation. The Bible teaches that the soul at the time of 
death separates from a person’s body. The body returns to the earth and disintegrates over time. The soul returns 
to God in heaven or is sent to hell. In heaven or hell the soul now waits for the Lord’s return when the body will 
be resurrected, renewed, and rejoined to the soul. In Ecclesiastes 12:7, Solomon declared, “The dust returns to 
the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.”  
 
God still has plans for our body in the afterlife. The soul’s separation from the body is only temporary. No 
matter how long our body must wait for the Second Coming of Jesus, when He returns with all the angels our 
graves will be opened and our bodies will be restored and reformed. After our mortal body puts on immortality, 
our new body will be rejoined with our soul for all eternity. The Bible says, “I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:51-53). No matter if our believing loved 
ones were buried at sea, lost in the tragic collapse of the World Trade Center, or cremated and the ashes spread 
over the ocean or some distant mountain, at the coming of Jesus, their bodies will be restored and changed to be 
like Jesus’ resurrected body—fit for existence in heaven for eternal life.  
 
Cremation is increasing as an option, in part because of space limitations in some cemeteries, and also because 
of health considerations. The primary reason for the increase in cremations is economic since it avoids such 
costs as the purchase of coffins and cemetery plots and substantially lowers the expense of funeral arrangements. 
 
The Lutheran Church (LCMS) has no official position on cremation. In their textbook Pastoral Theology (used 
at our seminaries), LCMS Pastors Norbert H. Mueller and George Kraus offer this perspective: 

"Not too long ago, the church viewed cremation negatively. Because the general public associated the 
practice with heathen religions and/or an attempt to disprove the possibility of the resurrection, Christians 
were reluctant to consider it. In itself, the practice has no theological significance and may be used in good 
conscience.” 

The Lutheran Service Book Agenda, approved by the LCMS in convention, includes an instruction for the 
committal of a person’s ashes, encouraging burial or interment and discouraging the scattering of the ashes. 

However, this is a matter of Christian freedom, and no Christian who chooses to have a loved one cremated 
rather than buried should be led to think that such a decision is sinful or in opposition to the Word of God. 
 
The real question for Christians is not whether one is buried or cremated but the meaning given to these acts. 
 
Whether final disposition is by burial or cremation, the church offers a funeral liturgy in which the reality of 
death is not hidden, and the resurrection of the body is affirmed. We bless the departure of our loved ones by 
reminding ourselves that we brought nothing into this world, and that we can carry nothing out. "Earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in sure and certain hope of the resurrection unto eternal life, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Jack Langfeldt, Deacon  



Music  

“The Lasting Hope” 

THANK YOU to all our  music volunteers that 

served during Holy Week & Easter! 

Many thanks to vocalists: Caitlin Wetherill, Paige 

Stitt, Trudy Stitt, & Wade Stitt who sang on Holy 

Thursday and Good Friday.  We were blessed by 

songs, “We Will Feast in the House of Zion,” 

“Redemption Ground”,  “I Will Boast”, and “O 

the Blood.”  

Contemporary Praise Team: Bill Foster: electric 

guitar, Randy Yeo: bass guitar, Rich Hemphill: 

drums, Caitlin Wetherill & Trudy Stitt: vocals, 

Maddy Coons: audio tech, LaSondra Wetherill: 

visual tech.  

Choir: Bill Gatz, Bill Katz, Jim Fort,  

Ed Weismiller, Tom Candy, Lori Langfeldt, 

Caitlin Wetherill, Marsha Porter, and Trudy Stitt; 

singing the powerful song “Worthy of Your 

Name” recorded by Passion 2017, arranged by 

Cliff Duren. 

What a pleasure it has been to work with talented 

musicians telling the gospel story of our Risen 

Lord and Savior, Jesus.  

Debbie Candy, Music Director 

Praising God For A Great Team! . 

Saturday, May 26th 7:00pm  Ministry Center   

“The Lasting Hope”  

Contemporary Band in Concert 

This group of talented musicians has been together 

for 7 years and they are passionate about sharing 

God’s love through music. This is a free event. 

Doors open at 6:30pm.  

A love offering will be taken.  

Our World For  
Children 

Spring is always a busy, exciting time at OWC.  

Our duck eggs have arrived and are nice and 

warm in their incubator.  They are due to hatch 

on May 8th.  Soon, many of the classrooms will  

get caterpillars, and our students will be learning 

about the lifecycle of the butterfly.  Chapel 

themes for the next two months will focus on a 

growing, blooming faith, and the children will be 

creating flowers and making presents for their 

parents. 

There have been some changes that have taken 

place with the state licensing rules.  Previously, 

our licensing consultant came every other year to 

do a thorough inspection at the time of our 

licensing renewal.  This year licensing will do a 

modified inspection during the interim year, and 

that a thorough inspection at the time of renewal.  

On Tuesday, April 10, we had our surprise 

interim visit from our licensing consultant.  Our 

staff was amazing and we passed with flying 

colors!   

We have completed registration for our 2018-19 
school year and we are just about full.  We are 
still hosting tours and filling our last few spots.  
We are looking forward to a great school year. 

Thank you for all your prayers and support of 
OWC! 

Heather Crail, OWC Assistant Director  

Concert  



Saturday, May 5th 9:00am—Noon 

Please join us as we spruce up the grounds at 

SMLC & OWC. Please bring your work gloves 

and rakes and any other tools you think you may 

need. Contact Keith at 269-425-9263 or email 

krogers@stmarkbattlecreekorg.  

Summer Sermon 
Series 
Entrances and Exits in Exodus 

In the past few years, we have completed teaching 
series on the Biblical books of Genesis, Joshua, 
Daniel, Jonah, Mark, Romans, Ephesians, 
Colossians, Philippians, and James.  This summer, 
we will move back into the Old Testament to the 
book of Exodus and look at the entrances and 
exits of heroes and villains as God hears the cries 
of the Israelites and rescues His chosen people 
from oppressive slavery; freeing them to live lives 
of worship and witness before a non-believing 
world. 

 

During this series on Exodus you will meet new 
characters as the story of God’s plan of salvation 
unfolds, you will resonate with and relate to the 
various themes presented as we connect this 
historical record of deliverance to our lives today, 
and we will be reminded of the purpose of 
redemption; to be a light to others in the darkest 
of times and to present a positive witness of the 
God who is “slow to anger but abounding in 
steadfast love”.   

 

Special thanks to those who completed a summer 
sermon series survey online, and we ask for your 
continued prayers and participation in the 
ministries and mission of St. Mark Lutheran 
Church. 

 
 

Bible Study  
Second 50’s  

Pew Project 
Update  

The Pew Project is a renovation program for the 

Sanctuary to include flooring, pews, lighting and 

fans. 

Goal: $70,000         

Amount pledged:   $49,438 

Amount received:  $47,584 

Amount still needed:  $22,416 

 

The Pew Project will begin on Monday, April 

30th with removal of the old pews.  The project 

will be completed by May 18th and our first 

Sunday back in the Sanctuary will be Sunday, 

May 20th.  The 9:30 service for Sunday, May 6th 

and 13th will be held in the Ministry Center. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Spring  
Clean Up 

Monday, May 7th & 14th 10:00-11:30am  

A study on the Book of Galatians. We will 

meet in the Youth Room while the Pew Pro-

ject is under construction. 

Monday, May 7th  11:45am  

Luncheon to be held at JB Whiskey Creek.  

Please contact Pearl Severson at 269-962-

2861 to make a reservation or sign up in the 

lobby.  



Offering Update 

If you have been following the finance reports in the bulletins and newsletters, you may have noticed that 

our offerings are below last year and well below budget.  As of the end of February our offerings are 

$29,300 less than at this point last year.  As we draw close to the fiscal year end (June 30), the Staff and 

Finance Team have made the following adjustments: 

• All unnecessary and unbudgeted spending has been curtailed. 

• Certain budgeted purchases have been delayed until the next fiscal year. 

• 5th Sunday special donations have been designated for catching up on operating expenses in lieu of 

paying down the mortgage. 

As a congregation, now is the time to catch up on our donations to SMLC.  Please prayerfully consider 

helping if your giving is behind, or if you just want to help at this time, please use your regular envelope or 

the special pink 5th Sunday envelopes.  Thank You!  

 

Finance Update  
SMLC Finance Monthly Finance Team Update 

       

Team: 
Treasurer - Gary Schluckbier  Members-Carol Pierce, Jill Robins, Karl Dehn, Lori Hopkins,  
Tina Gambino Finance Manager - Julie Kellogg 

       

       

July 1, 2017 –February 28, 2018 (8 Months) 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 

       

    Funding from  
Adj. Differ-

ence  

     outside the over(under) Previous 

YTD Results  Actual Budget Budget budget YTD Actual 

Offerings, Gifts-SMLC  $285,503  $338,000   ($52,497) $314,806  
Designated Contributions - 
SMLC $45,869  $3,000  $45,869  ($3,000) $61,265 
Designated Contributions - 
OWC $18,409  $0  $18,409  $0  $6,153 

Other Income  $5,888  $4,005   $1,883  $12,011 

Tuition and fees-OWC $917,934  $948,300    ($30,366) $939,932  

Total Income $1,273,602  $1,293,305   ($83,981) $1,334,167  

       

Expense – SMLC  $358,108  $336,658  $45,869  ($24,419) $341,598 

Expense – OWC $974,615  $978,615  $18,409  ($22,409)           $907,628 

Total Expenses $1,332,723  $1,315,273   ($46,828) $1,249,227  

       

Net Income (Loss) YTD ($59,121) ($21,968)   ($37,153) $84,940  
       

       

   

   

If you have any questions please call Gary Schluckbier at 269-962-3649 or Julie Kellogg at 269-964-0401 or 

talk with any member of the finance team.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 5th Campus Clean Up Day 

May 13th Mother’s Day 

May 20th Pentecost, New Member Reception & Last Session for Sunday School  

May 26th The Lasting Hope In Concert 7:00pm  

May 28th Memorial Day 

May 30th Confirmation Parent Meeting 

June 10th  Annual Voter’s Meeting 12:00pm 

June 17th Father’s Day  

June 24th VBS 5-7pm  

“Passionately sharing the love of Jesus with all people!” 
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