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2018: The Old Life is Gone, The New Life has Begun 

A popular adage during the New Year reads as follows: “If you do what you’ve 
always done, you’ll always get what you’ve always gotten.”  Grammar aside, the 
principle remains.  Past performance is the greatest indication of the future.  Real 
change requires different action than what was previously done. 

So what does that mean for you?   

Each “New Year” presents an opportunity for self-assessment; a time to determine 
if we are meeting our personal, familial, or professional goals, or a time to make 
new goals because we have become a bit complacent with the old ones.  Certainly, 
waistlines and weight scales help measure our successes or failures from the 
previous year.  But what about our spiritual health?  What about a Godly standard 
of well-being?  What if you added a spiritual New Year’s resolution to the list of 
changes you wanted to make for 2018? 

What kinds of things would make that list? 

 Read your Bible more 

 Commit to worship every weekend 

 Rotate a devotional book into my reading regimen 

 Attend a weekly Bible study or seasonal small group 

 Start a Bible reading plan on my smart phone 

 Volunteer in a new way in my congregation and/or community 

 Be a better friend than I have been 

 Forgive a family member 

 Write a letter or make that phone call 

 Be the change I want to see in this world 

Maybe you are doing some of these, maybe it has been a while.  Maybe you have 
never even started for fear of failure or not following through.  If you do what 
you’ve always done, you’ll always get what you always gotten.     Continues page 3 
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Children’s Ministry  
Sunday Morning Ministry is back!  

We are continuing to look at the life of Jesus 

during His earthy ministry. Throughout January 

we will be looking at the parables of Jesus and 

why they are important for us today! 

Mark your calendars: Saturday, March 24th we are 

hosting our annual Easter Egg Hunt. Join us for 

this fun celebration of Jesus and bring your whole 

family! 

Beth Stephens, DCE  

bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org  

Confirmation  
Confirmation started back up again on January 

3rd. Students will be working through the New 

Testament in the New Year. They will be reading 

about the life and ministry of Christ, His death 

and resurrection, and the beginning of the 

church. Second year students will be writing 

their Statement of Faith to share at the 

Confirmation Service on Saturday, March 10th. 

First year students are beginning their Interview 

projects as well. Pray for these students and their 

families throughout their Faith formation 

process. 

Youth Group: 
The High School Youth are making plans to serve in Houston this summer. The deadline to register is January 

15th. Be on the lookout for the youth’s fundraising efforts! In February, on Sunday nights middle school and 

high school youth will be participating in exciting Olympic style games and, watching videos about real life 

Olympians and how their story connects to our faith. Join us for this fun and relevant study!  

 

Middle School Gathering in Frankenmuth: June 1-3 Theme: HIM “For from him and through him and to him 

are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:36). We all know the one go-to answer to most 

questions asked in our Sunday School, “Jesus.” He is indeed the center of our Christian faith. When we live in a 

world where our lives are constantly being pulled in a million different directions with social media, school, 

sports, family, friends, music…the list goes on… we can start to view Jesus as an afterthought. This gathering 

will dive into three aspects of our life in Christ: From HIM, Through HIM and To HIM.  

 

Join us at this awesome event! Registration deadline: February 28th, Informational Meeting: January 28th 

Our World for Children  
The children and staff at OWC had a wonderful 
Christmas season celebrating the birth of Jesus. In 
the beginning of January, our Bible curriculum 
focuses on Jesus’ early life and ministry and 
continue focusing on His power and compassion as 
He healed and helped people.  We will end the 
month with Jesus feeding the five thousand, which is 
always a favorite at Chapel time.   

With the start of the New Year, we will begin the 
process for our center to become accredited by the 
National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC).   

Achieving NAEYC accreditation is a four-step 
process that includes self-study, self-assessment, 
candidacy, and meeting and maintaining accredi-
tation over a five-year period.  NAEYC helps 
families recognize quality learning programs and 
feel comfortable knowing that their children are 
receiving a high quality, research-based educa-
tion that will prepare them for future success. 

 
Thank you for your prayers & support. 

Heather Crail, Assistant Director  



The following is an excerpt from 2 Corinthians chapter 5: 

13 If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, it is for your 
benefit. 14 Either way, Christ’s love controls us.  Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also 
believe that we have all died to our old life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new 
life will no longer live for themselves.  Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for 
them.  16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of 
Christ merely from a human point of view.  How differently we know him now! 17 This means that 
anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

In Christ, Paul claims that we are new people with new ways of being and new ways of doing things and new 
ways of relating to each other.  The old ways are done, not just because they are old fashioned or out dated, but 
because the Apostle is stating that our old ways of being and doing and relating were wrong, unhealthy, even 
down right evil.  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

New Year, new creation, new you.  It doesn’t start with you, it starts with Jesus.  But Jesus has promised to 
work in you and work through you if you only allow Him the opportunity.  Have you?  Would you?   

If we believe that Jesus is the true Son of God and the Savior of the world for eternity, could He not also be who 
He claimed to be for our lives here and now? 

And would you allow Him to lay claim to your heart, your mind, your soul, your life in 2018?!   

Jesus wants so much more for you than a new diet and different exercise plan! 

People will think you are crazy.  Who cares?!  They thought the same thing of Paul.  People will doubt that you 
will still with it?  Who cares?!  You are forgiven and free in Christ and accountable only to God.  You will 
probably disappoint yourself at some point and fail someone else at another.  Who cares?!  You cannot be all 
things to all people.  Your goal is to point them to the One who can. 

Friends, my hope and prayer for you in 2018 is that you bring glory to God, bless others in some significant 
way, and become more spiritually healthy than you were in 2017.  Would you please join me in doing 
something new in the New Year?!  It doesn’t have to be too hip, too trendy, or too spendy, but God does expect 
you to be different than you have been in the past.  The transformation is possible and the possibilities are 
endless because the One who has the power to do this new thing has made a promise to you.  After all, “(Jesus) 
died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves…This means that 
anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun.” 

Here’s to a new you in the New Year!   
God be with you and bless you in 2018!! Pastor Brad 
 

Pastor Brad 



THE TRAIN OF LIFE        
Some folks ride the train of life looking out the rear, watching miles of life roll by, and marking 
every year. They sit in sad remembrance of wasted days gone by, and curse their life for what it 
was, and hang their head and cry. But I don't concern myself with that; I took a different vent; I 
look forward to what life holds, and not what has been spent. So strap me to the engine, as securely 
as can be. I want to be out in the front, to see what I can see. I want to feel the winds of change 
blowing in my face. I want to see what life unfolds as I move from place to place. I want to see 
what's coming up, not looking at the past.  Life's too short for yesterdays, it moves along too 
fast. So if the ride gets bumpy while you are looking back, go up front, and you may find your life 
has jumped the track. It's all right to remember, that's part of history; but up front's where it's 
happening, there's so much mystery. The enjoyment of living is not where we have been; it's 
looking ever forward to another year and ten. It's searching all the byways, never should you 
refrain.  For if you want to live your life, you gotta drive the train! 

MAURY’S MUSINGS  
I AM THE NEW YEAR        

 

I am an unspoiled page in your book of time.  I am 
your next chance at the act of living. I am your 
opportunity to practice what you have learned 
during the last 12 months about life.  All that you 
searched for in the past year and failed to find is 
hidden in me.  I am waiting for you to search it out 
again and with more determination.  

All the good that you tried to do for others and 
didn't achieve last year is mine to grant, 
providing you have fewer selfish and conflicting 
desires.  In me lies the potential of all that you 
dreamed but didn't dare to do, all that you hoped 
but did not experience.  These dreams slumber 
lightly, waiting to be awakened by the touch of 
an enduring purpose.  I am your opportunity to 
renew your allegiance to Christ who said:  

"I make all things new" (Rev. 21:3)   

I am the NEW YEAR. 

HORSE SENSE  
Out in the country there is a field with two horses 
in it.  From a distance, each looks like every other 
horse.  But if one stops the car, or is walking by, 
one will notice something quite amazing.  Looking 
into the eyes of one horse will disclose that he is 
blind.  His owner has chosen not to have him put 
down, but has made a good home for him.  This 
alone is amazing.  Listening, one will hear the 
sound of a bell.  Looking around for the source of 
the sound, one will see that it comes from the 
smaller horse in the field.  Attached to her bridle is 
a small bell.  It lets her blind friend know where 
she is so he can follow her.   

As one stands and watches these two friends, one 
sees how she is always checking on him, and that 
he will listen for her bell and then slowly walk to 
where she is--trusting that she will not lead him 
astray.  Like the owner of these two horses, God 
does not throw us away just because we are not 
perfect or because we have problems or 
challenges.  He watches over us and even brings 
others into our lives to help us where we are in 
need.  Sometimes we are the blind horse being 
guided by God and those whom He places in our 
lives.  Other times, we are the guide horse, 
helping others see God. 

 

THE EASIEST WAY TO FIND SOMETHING LOST AROUND THE HOUSE IS TO BUY A REPLACEMENT.  

TOO MANY COUPLES MARRY "FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE" BUT NOT FOR GOOD! 

GOD'S BLESSING TO ALL IN THIS NEW YEAR OF 2018 



When it comes to anxiety, depression, and stress-

related illnesses, America is the frontrunner. 

Anxious for Nothing provides a roadmap for 

better understanding, coping with, and healing 

from anxiety. 

Anxious for Nothing invites you to delve into 

Philippians 4:6-7. Which is, according to 

Amazon, the most highlighted passage of any 

book on the planet: 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests 

to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in  

Christ Jesus. 

Anxious for Nothing guides you through this 

Scripture passage and explains the key concepts 

of celebration, asking for help, leaving our 

concerns, and meditating.  

 

Anxiety comes with life. But it doesn't have to 

dominate your life. What better time to prepare 

yourself to face anxiety in your life, with the 

Lord’s help and the support of fellow believers, 

than the start of a new year. 

 

Note: Please contact Deacon Jack Langfeldt at 

jlangfeldt@stmarkbattlecreek.org if you would 

like to do the study but are not able to attend on 

Wednesday evenings. 

Small Groups  
Men’s & Women’s Studies 

Begin Wednesday, January 10th 6:30pm 

A 5-session study of Max Lucado’s Anxious for Nothing.  

Sunday, January 21st 8:30am  

A special presentaon by Chuck & Bev Dommer on their trip to Israel.   

Sunday, January 28th 8:30am begins a 5 week study on Philippians by Ray Vanderland. Contact is  Jean 

Godfrey at jmgodfrey625@gmail.com or call 269-968-9574 for more informaon.  

Sunday 8:30am Bible Study  



Sanctuary Update (A.K.A. Pew Project) 

Back in the Fall of 2017 the SMLC Council voted to proceed with the Pew Project, the goal of which was to 
provide comfortable seating and updates to our Sanctuary Worship space.  We would like to give more detail 
on why the SMLC Council has decided that this is needed and well worth the expense. 

First and foremost is that the pews appear to have come to the end of their useful life. The biggest issue is that 
the pew seats have begun breaking.  We have repaired 5 broken seats already.  All but one of these have broken 
where there was a seam in the particle board seat that was not supported.  After checking all the seats we found 
that there are 20 more seats with unsupported seams.  Of these 20 with unsupported seams, there are 8 that are 
cracked but not totally broken to the point of having to repair yet and 12 that are not yet broken.  We believe 
that since the pews are made of particle board which is not very strong, they will continue to fail. 

In addition to the seats breaking the following are reasons the pews need to be replaced. 
      The cushion padding has lost its memory and does not give much support. 
      The oak veneer that is glued onto the particle board is chipping off in many places. 
      Finish nails on the front of the seats that holds on a molding keep coming out which causes clothing 
      to get snagged. 

 
Since we have already decided to replace the pews this gave us the opportunity to replace the carpet, the ceiling 
fans and suspended lights. The current ceiling fans are so noisy that they haven’t been used in years.  Having 
ceiling fans that operate can save on heating bills in the winter since all the hot air ends up near the ceiling.  
With new suspended lights we can get LED’s in them that are brighter, has better dimming and much more 
efficient. These will be cost saving upgrades that will pay for themselves in the coming years.  

The cost breakdown of the project is as follows: 

24 full benches, 2 four foot benches for pastor and assistant seating,  
2 frontal screens (as we currently have in front of first pew),  
portable kneeling bench, and 20 padded chairs                $39,500 
New lights and ceiling fans       $14,000 
New flooring         $11,500 
Contingency           $5,000 

Total:  $70,000 

We appreciate your prayers & support for the Pew Project. 
If you have any further questions, please contact Andy Sims, Gary Schluckbier or Bill Hecht. 

 

45th annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

Lutheran Christians from all over the Nation will gather once again in Washington, DC for the 45th annual March 
for Life rally on Friday, Jan. 19, 2018.  The rally will be at 12th Street on the National Mall, between Jefferson 
Drive and Madison Drive (near the Smithsonian American History Museum).  The theme for this year’s event is 
“The Eyes of Life”.   

Below is an excerpt from the study “I Came That They May Have Life” sponsored by the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. 

The God of life, who came into our flesh to defeat death, to bring His loving embrace to every sinner through the 
forgiveness won by His shed blood, summons the members of His body to share in His own way of thinking. This 
is what St. Paul calls “the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16). St. Paul exhorts Christians not to be “conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:2). And the Word of God reveals that the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God always embraces life as His creation, His gift, which He sustains from the moment of our 
conception through natural death. He created us that we might have earthly life and even more: a share in His own 
divine life. Although we had fallen from it, He came among us, suffered and died, and then rose from death to be-
stow on us a life that has no end, a life that death cannot finally destroy or defeat. As we await His joyous return, 
we affirm the value that Christ’s incarnation has given to every human life. 



Finance Report  
St Mark Finance Monthly Finance Team Update 

Mission - To provide St Mark with responsible financial guidance to ensure that ministries are  

funded and operating costs are overseen     

       

Team: 
 Treasurer - Gary Schluckbier  Members-Carol Pierce, Jill Robins, Karl Dehn, Lori Hopkins,  
 Tina Gambino Finance Manager—Julie Kellogg 

      

       

July 1, 2017 –November 30, 2017 (5 Months) 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 

       

    Funding from  Adj. Difference  

     outside the over(under) Previous 

YTD Results  Actual Budget Budget budget YTD Actual 

Offerings, Gifts-St. Mark  $172,641  $191,500   ($18,859) $179,121  
Designated Contributions - St. 
Mark $7,112  $2,000  $7,112  ($2,000) $35,632  
Designated Contributions - 
OWC $13,258  $0  $13,258  $0  $6,153  

Other Income  $3,669  $2,300   $1,369  $7,475  

Tuition and fees-OWC $554,466  $567,100    ($12,634) $567,656  

Total Income $751,146  $762,900   ($32,124) $796,036  

       

Expense – St. Mark   $202,331  $206,499  $7,112  ($11,280) $209,387  

Expense – OWC $622,936  $625,795  $13,258  ($16,117) $581,477  

Total Expenses $825,267  $832,294   ($27,397) $790,864  

       

Net Income (Loss) YTD ($74,121) ($69,394)   ($4,727) $5,172  

If you have any questions please call Gary Schluckbier – 962-3649 or Julie Kellogg – 964-0401  
or talk to any member of the finance team. 

  



Upcoming SMLC Events 
 

February 14th—Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 10th— Confirmation Service  
March 24th— Easter Egg Hunt  
March 25th—Palm Sunday 
March 29th—Holy Thursday 
March 30th—Good Friday  
April 1st—Easter Sunday 

St. Mark Lutheran Church  

114 E. Minges Rd.  
Battle Creek, MI  49014 

269-964-0401 

office@stmarkbattlecreek.org 

stmarkbattlecreek.org 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

“Passionately sharing the love of Jesus with all people!” 
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