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2017 is a monumental year for our church.  It marks the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation, our 60th year of ministry as a congregation, and the 
fifth year of our relationship together as pastor and people! 

The task I was given when you called me to be your Lead Pastor in the 
Spring of 2012 was to provide healing from the past, help in the present, 
and hope for the future for St. Mark Lutheran Church.  While much of that 
work continues as we work together to establish and nurture Christian re-
lationships, provide programs that enhance spiritual growth for families, 
and prepare for future ministry challenges; God has been very good to us 
as a congregation, and I believe that He is preparing us for the next chap-
ter in the life story of our church. 

By the grace of God and the guidance of His Holy Spirit, we have accom-
plished much together in re-establishing our ministry among the people of 
Calhoun County.  God continues to bless us with spiritual, relational, mis-
sional, and also numerical growth.  We have also been blessed with the 
leadership and resources to take care of our campus while continuing to 
provide quality ministry for our families and prepare for the future.   

Summertime in church work is a time for making such plans and prepara-
tions for the future.  As we break from some of our “regularly scheduled 
programming”, we evaluate the past year and start making new plans for 
the year ahead.  Along with updates to our worship life, study opportuni-
ties, outreach to the community, and service activities; we will also re-
ceive input from our Strategic Planning Team as we look forward to future 
facility planning, staffing, and ministry direction.  Along with making 
plans for the future will also come the challenge of providing financially 
for those plans.  This will require much prayer, sacrifice, and diligence on 
our part as God’s people moving forward together as a family of faith. 



Vacation Bible School  
Monday—Thursday, July 23rd –27th 6:30-8:30pm 

(children age 3 to entering grade 5) 

This year’s theme is “Maker Fun Factory”: 

Created by God, Built for a Purpose.  

 

We are so excited for this event! Thank you to 

everyone who has registered so far and a BIG 

thank you to people who have already been 

signing up to volunteer and donate supplies! We 

are so thankful for the support we are receiving. 

VBS is a great opportunity for children to learn 

more about the Bible and what it means for them 

today! 

 

Par�cipant and volunteer registra�on is s�ll 

available on line at stmarkba-lecreek.org under 

the “events tab”.  

Graduates 2017 
Congratula
ons SMLC Graduates!  

Zachery Cole 

Zachary Dehn 

Kris�na Keefer 

Samira Luther  

Megan McFadden 

Parker Sprau 

Danielle Waterman 

Confirmation  

Parents of students going into 5th and 6th grade!  

We are in the process of planning our schedule 
for Confirmation. Confirmands will be taking a 
look at the Old and New Testaments this year. 
We are also going to Camp Arcadia again! Save 
the date for October 6th-8th! Stay tuned for  
updates about parent meetings! 

 

Youth Ministry 
In June, we experienced the middle school 
gathering in Frankenmuth and the high school 
gathering on Mackinac Island. The theme of the 
middle school gathering was "Nailed It." We 
talked about how God "Nails It" even when we 
"Fail it." "Fortress" was the theme for the high 
school gathering. The speakers emphasized the 
verse 2 Samuel 22:2. These trips could not have 
happened without the amazing support of the 
congregation and especially the youth families. 
Thank you! 

  

Children’s Ministry 
We will meet again on Sunday, September 10th! 
Registration will be available online and in paper 
form at church! This year on Sunday mornings 
we will be learning about the life of Jesus. Our 
volunteers are excited to spend this time getting 
to know your children and teaching them about 
Jesus and His earthly ministry.  

God’s blessings to you and your family  
this summer!  

SAVE THE DATE!  
Trunk-Or-Treat!  

Friday, October 27th!  
We look forward to  
seeing you and your  

family there. 



Deacon Update  
Lay Minister to Deacon 

Reformation Worship 
Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation! Sunday, October 15, 2017  
at the Breslin Center, MSU, East Lansing, MI. 
 
Michigan District-wide Reformation  
Worship Service at the Breslin Center.  
 
 2:00 p.m. Concourse Displays Open  

 4:00 p.m. Pre-Service Concert  

 5:00 p.m. Celebration Worship 

Sign up now in the lobby now for this free event 

and we will order tickets together with reserved 

seating. For those that have already signed up, your 

ticket has been ordered. Deadline: Sept 1st.  

We have scheduled bus transportation at $20.00 per 

person for those that wish to ride together.  

Payment due by October 1st.  

 

Pastor’s Message 
Continues…. 

While changes to our campus, church staff, and 
ministry programming will happen in the coming 
years, my pledge to you is that what will not change 
is Jesus’ power, presence, and promise for your 
lives.  The One who is the alpha and the omega, the 
beginning and the end, and who is the same yester-
day, today, and forever will continue to offer you 
His grace and truth for your life and for your fami-
ly.  His steadfast love will never leave you and His 
promises for your future will never fail.  Our com-
mitment will also continue to be a theologically 
conservative and practically progressive congrega-
tion that champions the good news of salvation 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the kind of congrega-
tion we believe God has called us to be for the sake 
of our surrounding communities; one that is com-
mitted to the truth and compassionate to all people.         

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, families and friends, 
members and guests of SMLC; please pray for our 
congregation that God would continue to be with us 
and bless our family of faith, and please participate 
as the Spirit leads you and guides you into a deeper 
relationship with Him and into deeper connections 
with each other as we “passionately share the love 
of Jesus with all people”! 

Pastor Brad 

The book of Acts describes the growth of the 

early church following Pentecost. In chapter 

6 the apostles recognize that they are facing 

an overwhelming amount of need and re-

quire some assistance with the ministry. The 

apostles and believers appoint seven men 

“full of the Spirit and wisdom” to assist in 

ministry and service, the first deacons. The 

ministry of a deacon may include every area 

of ministry that the church provides includ-

ing teaching and preaching, visitation and 

prayer, leading worship and administering 

the sacraments. 

This June, the Michigan District of the Lu-

theran Church—Missouri Synod, of which 

St. Mark is a congregation, has authorized 

and licensed Jack Langfeldt as a Deacon. 

This professional certification is in recogni-

tion of a combination of education and expe-

rience in the Lutheran church.  

“The change from Lay Minister to Deacon 

will allow me to continue to serve St. Mark 

as I have been as well as enhancing the over-

all ministry by also allowing me to perform 

all aspects of Word and sacrament ministry. 

The most obvious changes you will see are 

the wearing of a deacon’s stole when robed 

for worship and, as needed, the consecrating 

of the elements for the Lord’s Supper. 

I look forward to continuing to serve the 

family of faith and my brothers and sisters in 

Christ here at SMLC. I also ask for your 

continued prayers for the Spirit’s guidance 

and blessing for all who serve here as we 

continue to accomplish our mission of shar-

ing the love of Jesus with all people”.  

In the service of our Lord and Savior, 

Deacon Jack Langfeldt 



Announcements 
Save the Date! 

SMLC 60th  Anniversary Celebration 

• Sunday, October 1st, 2017  

      Service time will be at 9:30 and 11:00     

      with a pancake breakfast in the ministry      

      center.  

 
• Coming in October:  

      “Reformation” Organ Recital  

      Details in next Newsletter!   

 

Annual Voters’ Assembly  
Results from our June 11th meeting:  

President: Bill Hecht 

Vice President: Kellie DeLong 

Property Chair: Andy Sims 

Elder: Lance Keene-Kennedy 

 

Annual ministry reports were presented and the 

updated constitution was approved. SMLC 

budgets and OWC budgets were also approved. 

Thank you to everyone who was present and 

participated in our annual voters’ assembly! 

5th Sunday!   

 

The Church Extension Fund’s latest grant 

program is designed to assist congregations in 

enhancing their property, both inside and 

outside. The Aesthetic Grant is for cosmetic 

improvements for facility and property. Our first 

grant submission brought us $3,676 for the 

bathroom and youth room renovations. We will 

also be submitting for additional grants as the 

improvements for Our World for Children take 

place over the summer.  

Grant examples include: Interior paint & stain, 

wall covering, window treatments and floor 

covering. Exterior paint & stain, landscaping, 

accent/security lighting and parking lot 

resurfacing.  

 

Reformation Door 
 

SMLC needs your assistance in making a 

“Reformation Door” that will be on display in 

the concourse of the Breslin Center on Sunday, 

October 15th. If you or a group are interested in 

leading this creation, please contact Pastor Brad 

at pastorbrad@stmarkbattlecreek.org.  
 

 

As was reported at the Annual Voters’ Assembly, our loan balance is now down under $1 million to $994,000.  

We are currently paying approximately $90,000 in principle and interest yearly.  At this rate, we would have 

this loan paid off in 19 years.  However this $90,000 expense every year is keeping us from doing things like 

campus improvements or adding needed staff such as an Associate Pastor.  Because of this, we have decided to 

ask each of you to consider contributing a bit extra on months with a 5th Sunday. This will continue until fur-

ther notice.  As in the past we will have special envelopes available to be used for debt reduction, or you can 

indicate on your regular envelope that it is for debt reduction. 

 
Thanks for prayerfully considering the 5th Sunday donation for debt reduction. 
 

Gary Schluckbier, Treasurer 

 

Aesthetic Grant  



Our World for 
Children  
 We are in full swing for summer!  

Our summer session began Monday, June 12th, and 
with that, our school-wide renovation project is 
also underway.  We are excited to see the 
transformation taking place! If you are a Thrivent 
Member and would like to know how you can help 
with this project, please contact Mary or myself at 
the center at 269-965-4051. 

In April, both Mary and myself became certified 
CPR trainers through an American Heart 
Association course offered through KCC.  During 
the summer months we will be training our entire 
staff on basic life-saving skills which include, 
CPR, first aid, and choking.   

Another training opportunity this summer is the Early 
Childhood Conference at Concordia University in Ann 
Arbor on August 10th.  The directors and lead teachers 
look forward to this conference every year as it offers a 
time for staff bonding and gaining new ideas for the 
classroom, along with, networking with other Lutheran 
educators in the state of Michigan. 

We have extra-special fun activities planned for the 
children this summer.  The Binder Park Zoo mobile 
came in June, and that was a huge hit!  The children 
learned more about the five senses through learning 
about the animals.  In July, we have the traveling 
Alligator Sanctuary coming to teach us interesting facts 
about the gators.  Also, nurses from MedExpress will 
present their Teddy Bear Clinic to our preschool 
children.  It is a program that teaches children about 
healthcare treatments and healthy habits. 

Thank you for your prayers and support for our Early 
Childhood Center! 

Heather Crail, Assistant Director 

 

 

Music Ministry  
Contemporary Worship is advancing in 

technology!  Currently our singers use iPads 

that connect with Planning Center online, a 

professional worship site.  They use installed 

apps to listen to music tracks, view charts of 

lyrics and make edits as needed. Mid July, our 

praise team-singers & band will update to 

wireless in-ear monitoring systems. This allows 

us to streamline our space by removing wired 

monitor speakers and amplifiers.  As musicians, 

we can use our small devices to dial in what we 

need to hear and give full audio control to the 

team in the booth who run our sound board, 

(Gary Lapekas & Maddy Coons). Special 

thanks to Ben Sprygada who ran wireless 

cables to communicate with our personal 

monitors.  

I’m grateful for each musician and tech that 
gives of their time (approximately 6 hours a 
week) to help lead our congregation in worship.  
Thank you for encouraging them! 

Debbie Candy, Music Director  

 

 

 

Adult Choir Begins  

Thursday August 31st. at 5-6pm in the café. 

 
As much as we like to hear a choir, it can only 
happen when singers commit to being a part of 
the choir! Is this what God is calling you to do? 
During this one hour practice, we’ll prepare for 
our Sunday, October 1st 60th Anniversary 
celebration and the Oct. 29th Reformation 
service!  Please consider how your schedule 
could accommodate this group as your next area 
of involvement at SMLC. 
 

HERE WE STAND- Festival Adult Choir!  

It’s not too late to join the festival choir singing 
on Oct. 15 at the Breslin Center, East Lansing, 
Michigan.  No cost to you!   Go to 
herewestand.michigandistrict.org/500 to sign up. 
 

HERE WE STAND-Youth & Children 
There is still a need for Youth & Children 
singers to join Honors Choir. They have hired 
some of the finest musical leaders in the 
Midwest; your children will love this experience 
and will be stronger musicians as a result. 
Please let me know if your child loves to sing 
and would be able to be involved in this special 
event! I would be happy to get them registered.  
Please contact Debbie Candy at  
dcandy@stmarkbattlecreek.org    

 



             Maury’s Musings 

POWER OF POSITIVE HUMOR       

"A cheerful heart is good medicine". 
(Proverbs 17:22)  Happiness and other 
positive emotions produce positive effects 
in the body.  Many scientists believe that 
hearty laughter produces natural pain killers 
and helps to release the full range of 
positive emotions.  Humor is physically, 
mentally, and emotionally therapeutic.  This 
is why I always try to include some articles 
that may produce a chuckle or two.   

 

AFRAID OF THE DARK?         

A little boy was afraid of the dark.  One 
night his mother told him to go out to the 
back porch and bring her the broom.  The 
little boy turned to his mother and said, 
"Mommy, I don't want to go out there.  It's 
too dark."  The mother smiled reassuringly 
at her son and said "You don't have to be 
afraid of the dark.  Jesus is out there.  He'll 
look after you and protect you."  The little 
boy looked at her real hard and asked, "Are 
you sure He's out there?"  "Yes, I'm 
sure.  He is everywhere, and He is always 
ready to help you when you need him."  The 
little boy thought about that for a minute 
and then went to the back door and cracked 
it open a little.  Peering out into the 
darkness, he called, "Jesus, if you're out 
there, would you please hand me the 
broom?"    

GOD’S PEACE FOR YOU 

May today there be peace within, 
May you trust God that you are exactly 

where you are meant to be. 
May you not forget the  

infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use these gifts that you have 

received, and pass on the love  
that has been given to you. 

May you be content knowing  
you are a child of God. 

Let Jesus' presence be in your heart and 
allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, 

praise and love. 
It is there for each and everyone. 

 

 

 

JULIA'S GIFT TO THE NATION        

Julia Howe experienced much anguish as she 
witnessed the soldiers marching off to war.  She 
knew that the frenzied preparations for the war 
between the northern and southern states was about 
to begin.  Her pastor had come to see her in 
Washington, DC and during their visit they 
witnessed a group of Union soldiers parading by and 
singing the strains of "John Brown's Body", named 
for the abolitionist who was hanged for his efforts to 
free the slaves.  Her pastor said to her, "Why don't 
you write some decent words for that tune?"  She 
agreed, and soon the entire nation was singing her 
song.  We know it as "The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic."  To this day, this anthem continues to stir 
strong feelings of patriotism and is unrivaled for 
inspiring love for this heaven-favored land in which 
we are privileged to live.  As we celebrate our 
independence this Fourth of July, let us remember 
from where our blessings truly come.  "Some trust in 
chariots, and some in horses, but we will remember 
the name of the Lord our God".  (Psalm 20:7)    

 

 

A favorite verse in the hymn says: 

                                             
In the beauty of the lilies  

Christ was born across the sea, 
                                                                                   

With a glory in His bosom  
that transfigures you and me. 

 
As He died to make men holy,  

let us die to make men free,  
 

while God is marching on. 

 

 

SOUNDS THAT NOBODY HEARS  

a big shot  <  an orange peal  >  the bark of a tree  > 

a ring around the tub  >  money talking  >   

the call of the wild  >  an orange peal  >   

ice screams  >  ginger snaps  >  the crack of dawn > 

eyes popping  >  an explosion of autumn colors 



SMLC FINANCE REPORT 

Direct Deposit / Online Giving Through Vanco 

Join the Excel in Giving program sponsored by the Church Extension Fund (LCMS). Give on- line. Your par�cipa�on 

helps SMLC with predictable income, reduced record keeping and consistent contribu�ons 

Contact the church office at 269-964-0401 or Jill Robins at 269-420-0313. Forms are available in the lobby. 

If you have any questions please call Gary Schluckbier – 269-962-3649 or Julie Kellogg—269-964-0401 or talk 

to any member of the Finance Team. 

Monthly Finance Team Update 

Goal: - To provide St Mark with responsible financial guidance to ensure that ministries are funded   

                and operating costs are overseen.     

       

Team: 
 Treasurer - Gary Schluckbier  Members-Carol Pierce, Jill Robins, Karl Dehn, Lori Hopkins,  
 Tina Gambino, Finance Manager-Julie Kellogg 

      

       

July 1, 2016 – April 30, 2017 (10 Months) 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 

       

    Funding from  Adj. Difference  

     outside the over(under) Previous 

YTD Results  Actual Budget Budget budget YTD Actual 

Offerings, Gifts-St. Mark  $404,352  $394,830   $9,522  $371,849  
Designated Contributions - 
SMLC $61,698  $4,200  $60,198  ($2,700) $55,012  

Designated Contributions - OWC $6,153  $6,450  $6,153  ($6,450) $6,072  

Other Income  $17,034  $5,725   $11,309  $5,622  

Tuition and fees-OWC $1,210,853  $1,080,721    $130,132  $1,071,130  

Total Income $1,700,090  $1,491,926   $141,813  $1,509,685  

       

Expense – SMLC * $408,959  $387,677  $60,198  ($38,916) $390,511  

Expense – OWC   ** $1,140,080  $1,092,623  $28,861  $18,596  $1,052,330  

Total Expenses $1,549,039  $1,480,300   ($20,320) $1,442,841  

       

Net Income (Loss) YTD $151,052  $11,626    $162,134  $66,845  

       

*   St. Mark's designated funds have been used to cover some expenses, primarily the youth room and bathroom  
     remodeling. 
       

**  OWC's  designated funds and approved funds from cash reserves have been used to cover some of the roof  
      replacement expense.  

       



SPECIAL DATES! 

July 

4th Independence Day!  

23rd-27th Vacation Bible School  

 

August  

23rd OWC Open House 

27th SMLC Children’s Ministry 
Registration  

Non Profit Org. 
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“Passionately sharing the love of Jesus with all people!” 

St. Mark Celebrates 60 Years!  

Please save the date for Sunday, October 1st, 2017! 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES  

WWDWB 2 

“What in the world do we believe!” 

 

 A Summer study on the various 

worldviews, ideas, & philosophies by 

which people live and how the 

Christian faith stands in distinction to 

these views. 

 


