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Millennial Mayhem 

 

What exactly is a Millennial?  
 
Why do I need to know about them?   
 
Where can I find these so-called “Millennials”? 
 
Why don’t they just come to church like we do? 
 
What is this going to cost me? 
 
Why should they get more attention than any other 
generation?  
 
How should I be communicating with them? 
 
Do I have to?! 
 
 Continued on page 2 

 

St. Mark  

Pastor Brad  

In This Issue 

News  

 

Pastor’s Message 
  
Thank You  

 
Children & Youth 
Ministry  
 
Maury’s Musings  
 
Landscaping Ministry  
 

Our World for Children 
 
Listening Devices  
 
New Members  
 

Reformation News  
 
Annual Meeting  
 
Finance Report  



The answer is “yes”!  Absolutely yes!!  We 
read in 1 Timothy 2:4 that “God desires all 
people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.”  Jesus shares in His 
Great Commission in Matthew 28:16-20 that 
His followers are to “Go and make disciples of 
all nations…”  Our mission statement as a 
congregation also proclaims that we are to 
“passionately share the love of Jesus with all 
people.”  From God’s desire to Jesus’ command 
to the mission of SMLC, “all people” means all 
people, especially the younger generation. 
 
Why must we engage Millennials?  Because 
right now in America, Millennials outnumber 
all other generations including the Baby 
Boomer generation 75.4 million to 74.9 million.  
Also, this next generation is more unchurched 
than any other we have encountered.  While 8 
in 10 Millennials were raised in a religious 
household, about 60% have fallen away from 
the faith with only 22% in worship on any 
given Sunday.  (Barna Research, You.gov, & 
Pew Research) 
 
This May and June, during the time when we 
naturally discuss family dynamics because of 
Mother’s Day, graduations, Father’s Day, and 
weddings; we will present a sermon series 
entitled “Millennial Mayhem”.  In this series, 
we will examine the characteristics and traits of 
this new generation that has emerged and how 
we as the church should engage with them and 
respond to them.  However, it’s not just about 
them.  During this series, we will not only have 
the opportunity to learn more about Millennials, 
but we will also learn more about ourselves and 
our generation.   
 
Like it or not, Millennials will comprise our 
future in government, education, business, 
healthcare, even in the church.  It will be 
largely up to us and how we share the grace and 
truth of Jesus in the present that will determine 
whether or not future generations will become 
the church and lead it, or disregard the church 
and leave it.   
 
I invite you to join the conversation on Sunday 
mornings in May and June as we learn more 
about Millennials, more about ourselves, and 
more about how Jesus will use us the connect 
the next generation with Him!   
 

God’s people came together for extra 
worship services and behind the scenes 
many volunteers gave their time and 
talents.  Visual and Sound teams, 
Musicians, Ushers, Greeters, Elders, 
Lectors, Altar Team, Visual Arts 
display in the SMLC lobby,  Sunday 
School teachers, Nursery, Café 
volunteers-all came alongside the staff 
of SMLC to connect with each person 
who walked through our doors!   
 
Our great God was worshipped, 
honored and glorified in it all. 
 
Feeling very grateful!  
-Staff of St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Thank You!  
Millennial Mayhem Continued … 

The women’s study on 
Wednesday nights has 
really helped me to connect 
with the other ladies in the 
church and get to know 
them. I have learned so 
much from the studies and 
from how others view the 
scriptures.  
-Diane Weismiller  

I cannot wait! I 
absolutely love 
and adore our 
group! You are 
all so precious  

to my heart, and I love 

reading and studying God’s 

Word with you. You are all 

amazing and I love your 

hearts for Jesus! 

-Sherry Perrone 

Volunteers for Worship Services,  
Confirmation & Holy Week 2017! 

Why should I  

attend Women’s 

Study? 



Children’s 
Ministry  

Our last Sunday will be May 21st! After 
that, we will take a break for the summer. 
On May 21st, we will have special events 
and a volunteer appreciation. We are blessed 
to have dedicated volunteers. They make 
everything we do possible. Thank You! 

Youth Ministry 
Updates 
  
May 21st is our last night of Youth Group for the 
season! Join us for a party to celebrate the end of 
the school year and the beginning of Summer and 
our upcoming gatherings.  
 
June is an exciting month for our youth! Lainey 
Bomba, Andrew Neal, Matt Neal, and Beth 
Stephens will be going to Frakenmuth for the 
Michigan District Middle School Youth Gathering 
June 2-4. Then, Madie Sprygada, Sydney Reif, 
Seth Reif, Owen Bomba, Emma Burdette, 
Michelle Sprygada, Beth Stephens and Cody 
Schuemann will be going to Mackinac Island for 
the Michigan District High School Gathering. 
During these trips, the youth will worship with 
students from across the state, complete service 
projects, and enjoy the Michigan summer together! 
Please pray for safe travels, open hearts and minds, 
and flexibility as these groups go on these trips! 
We are thankful for Matt Neal, Michelle Sprygada, 
and Cody Schuemann who have volunteered to 
chaperone these trips!  
 
If you have questions or want to receive the 
weekly youth group emails, email 
bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org.  

July 24th-27th  
VBS Registration is open! Please visit 
our website to register as a participant 
or volunteer. We will be talking about 
how we are "created by God and built 
for a purpose" through our Maker Fun 
Factory! We are excited to spend these 
four days learning about faith in fun 
new ways.  

Vacation  
Bible School  

SMLC Youth Camp-Out at Camp Concordia  



 
 

A word of explanation.   You thought I retired a 
second time.  You're right!  I did.  However, I did not 
retire to do nothing.  After 61+ years of being active, 
I needed more than just a few hours each month of 
volunteering in the Marshall area.  So, after 
conversation with Pastor Brad and Ronda, I will 
continue writing "Maury's Musings".   But now I will 
endeavor to include articles of interest to all age 
groups and not just to our adult seniors.  
 
 

"ANY FOOL CAN CRITICIZE, COMPLAIN 
AND CONDEMN, AND MOST FOOLS DO." 

 
 
 

PADDY'S PRAYER:    
Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because 
he had an important meeting and couldn't find a 
parking place.  Looking up to heaven he said, "Lord, 
take pity on me.  If you find me a parking place, I 
will go to Mass every Sunday for the rest of me life 
and give up me Irish whiskey! 
 
Miraculously, a parking place appeared.  Paddy 
looked up again and said, "Never mind, Lord, I found 
one." 

 
 
 

 
THE  U  IN  JESUS  

Before U were thought of or time had begun,  
God stuck U in the name of His Son. 

         And each time U pray, you'll see that it's true.   
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U. 
Ur a pretty big part of His wonderful name,  

for U He was born, that's why He came. 
        And His great love for U is the reason He died.   

It even takes U to spell crUcified. 
Isn't it thrilling, splendidly grand,  

that He rose from the dead with U in His plan? 
       The stones split away, the gold trUmpet it blew,  

this word resUrrection is spelled with a U. 
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,  

there still was one thing He had to mention. 
        "Go into the world and tell them it's true,  

that I love them all -- just like I love U." 
So many great people are spelled with a U.   
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too? 
        It all depends now on what U will do:   

He'd like them to know, but it all starts with U. 

A Prayer For Troubled 

Times 
   Maury’s Musings 

THOUGHTS TO 
PONDER... 
 
"Only those who dare to fail 
greatly can ever achieve 
greatly."    JFK 
 
 
 

Prayer is to 
ask for rain.   
 
Faith is to 
carry an 
umbrella. 

"Success is not final.   
Failure is not fatal.   
It is the courage to continue 
that counts."    Churchill 

"Lord God, You have called 
Your servants to ventures of 
which we cannot see the end-
ing, by paths as yet untrod-
den, through perils un-
known.  Give us faith to go 
out with good courage not 
knowing where we go but on-
ly that Your hand is leading 
us and Your love supporting 
us through Jesus Christ our 
Lord" Amen. 
(LSB p311) 



Our World  

for Children 

 

Spring is in full bloom at OWC!  Through the 
Easter chapels and classroom lessons, the 
children have been learning that Jesus died on 
the cross to save us from our sins, and that He 
gives us new life every day!  In the preschool 
classrooms, the children are learning about 
butterfly life cycles while observing real 
caterpillars going through metamorphosis!  
It’s an exciting day when they get to release 
they’re butterflies. 
 
Another cause for excitement at the center is 
this summer’s renovation project.  The center 
will be receiving new paint, flooring, 
countertops, and cabinets. If you are a 
Thrivent Member and would like to know 
how you can help with this project, please 
contact Mary or Heather at the Center at 269-
965-4051. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Heather Crail 
Assistant Director, OWC 

Landscaping 
Ministry 
 
The Landscaping Ministry is a group of 
SMLC members that work to keep the 
outdoor pots and flower beds looking fresh  
and neat.  
 
Projects that were completed in 2016 in 
addition to our normal activities: 
• Supervised the installation of the 

landscaping around the new sign.  
• Installed new landscaping in front of the 

fence by the toddler playground. 
• Edged and renewed the hosta bed on the 

north side of the sanctuary. (Minges Rd.) 
• Changed the plantings in the 2 raised 

beds on the west side of the church. 
(Capital Ave.) 
 

If you have a heart for gardening or just like 
to see the property looking nice, we would 
love to have you join us.  We can use as 
little or as much help as you have the time 
and energy to give.  If you are interested in 
planning, watering, weeding, planting or just 
socializing, please let us know.   
 
Jean Godfrey 
269-968-9574 
jmgodfrey625@gmail.com 
 
 

We now have new listening devices for 
the Sanctuary. If you have trouble hearing 
the sermon or readings please see an Elder 
before service to prepare your headset.  
 
Thankfully donated by Bobbie Wilson  

Please join us on June 4th  as we 
welcome new members to SMLC. 
This is a great time to introduce 
yourself and welcome them to our 
family of faith.  

LISTENING DEVICES RECEPTION OF  

NEW MEMBERS  



 

Annual  
Voters’ Meeting 

  
Sunday, June 11th, 2017 

 
12:00pm 

  

Reformation 
News 

 

Please join us on June 11th for 
our annual Voters’ Meeting at 
12:00pm.  
 
Council Nominations: 
President Bill Hecht 
Vice President Kellie DeLong  
 

Annual Report  
&  

Constitution Review  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council News  

Worship  
Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-
mation! Sunday, October 15, 2017 at the  
Breslin Center, MSU, East Lansing, MI. 
 
Michigan District-wide Reformation  
Worship Service at the Breslin Center.  
 2:00 p.m. Concourse Displays Open  
 4:00 p.m. Pre-Service Concert  
 5:00 p.m. Celebration Worship 
 
Sign up now in the lobby now for this free event 
and we will order tickets together with reserved 
seating. We have scheduled bus transportation at 
$20.00 per person for those that wish to ride  
together.  Deadline: Sept 1st.  
 

Reformation Door 
SMLC needs your assistance in making a 
“Reformation Door” that will be on display in the 
concourse of the Breslin Center on Sunday, Octo-
ber 15th. If you or a group are interested in leading 
this creation, please contact Pastor Brad at pastor-
brad@stmarkbattlecreek.org.  
 

500 Family Fun!  
The Reformation 500 is a challenge to congrega-
tions to complete 500 miles in 5 months and raise 
money in the process. Participants will walk, run,  
or ride their bicycle during the months of May, 
June, July, August, and September, and then record 
the number of miles they accumulate each week. 
The goal is to reach 500 miles by the end of Sep-
tember. Flyers are available in the SMLC lobby. 
For more information on this event, please contact 
the church office at office@stmarkbattlecreek.org 
or 269-964-0401.  
 
You may visit herewestand.michigandistrict.org/
TheReformation500 for more information and 
pledge forms.  



Finance  

       

St Mark Finance Monthly Finance Team Update 

Mission - To provide SMLC with responsible financial guidance to ensure that ministries are  

funded and operating costs are overseen.     

       

Team: 
Treasurer - Gary Schluckbier  Members-Carol Pierce, Jill Robins, Karl Dehn, Lori Hopkins,    
Tina Gambino Finance Manger-Julie Kellogg. 

       

       

July 1, 2016 –February 28, 2017 (8 Months) 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 

       

    Funding from  Adj. Difference  

     outside the over(under) Previous 

YTD Results  Actual Budget Budget budget YTD Actual 

Offerings, Gifts-SMLC  $314,806  $302,510   $12,296  $291,419  
Designated Contributions- SMLC $61,265  $3,300  $59,765  ($1,800) $50,006  
Designated Contributions- OWC $6,153  $5,900  $6,153  ($5,900) $5,565  

Other Income  $12,011  $3,480   $8,531  $4,939  

Tuition and fees-OWC $939,932  $846,076    $93,856  $836,071  

Total Income $1,334,167  $1,161,266   $106,983  $1,188,000  

       

Expense – St. Mark  * $341,598  $311,085  $59,765  ($29,252) $318,819  

Expense – OWC   ** $907,628  $869,250  $17,361  $21,017  $829,232  

Total Expenses $1,249,227  $1,180,335   ($8,235) $1,148,051  

       

Net Income (Loss) YTD $84,940  ($19,069)   $115,217  $39,949  

       

• SMLC designated funds have been used to cover some expenses, primarily the youth room and  
      bathroom remodeling 
       

**  OWC's  designated funds and approved funds from cash reserves have been used to cover some of  
      the roof  replacement expanse 
       
       

   

   
       

If you have any questions please call Gary Schluckbier-269-962-3649 or Julie Kellogg-269-964-0401 or talk to any 
member of the finance Team.  

 



May  
14th Mother’s Day 
29th Memorial Day  
 
June 
4th Reception of New Members 
11th Annual Voters’ Meeting 

“Millennial Mayhem”  
In this series, we will examine the 
characteristics and traits of this new 
generation that has emerged and how 
we as the church should engage with 
them and respond to them with the 
grace and truth of Jesus!   

SPECIAL DATES!  MAY & JUNE SERMON SERIES  

St. Mark Lutheran Church  
114 E. Minges Rd.  
Battle Creek, MI 49014 
269-964-0401 
office@stmarkbattlecreek.org 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

“Passionately sharing the love of Jesus with all people!” 

2017: St. Mark Celebrates 60 Years!  


