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Spring/Summer Sermon Series “Unshakable Hope” 

Wisdom in Seasons of Change 
There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under 
heaven.  So writes King Solomon; the wisest, wealthiest, and most 
politically influential king in Israel’s history. Solomon’s main mes-
sage?   “The more things change, the more they stay the same, there 
is nothing new under the sun, so seek the wisdom of God for your 
life!” (PBP Pastor Brad’s Paraphrase).   

We thank God for the dedicated and exceptional service of Debbie 
Candy (10 years), Ronda Giese (8 years), and Julie Kellogg (9 
years).  Their presence and participation with our SMLC staff have 
helped re-vitalize the ministry of SMLC.  Their retirements this sum-
mer have also meant a change in our staff team as we welcome Grant 
Bowdish (Worship Arts), Shannon Beyersdorf (Administration), and 
Holly Rivard (Accounting and Finance).  Our new staff members are 
off to a great start, and they desire our prayers, encouragement, and 
support in their new roles as they serve our congregation, early child-
hood center, and community.  May the wisdom of God be with all of 
us as we work together during this season of change! 

As we move forward together as a staff team, our job will be to em-
power and equip you, the members and guests of our congregation, 
to do ministry in our midst and to share the love of Jesus with our 
community accomplishing the Great Commission in our time and 
place.  As we “go and make disciples of all nations”, we pledge that 
we will continue to communicate and collaborate with regard to de-
cision-making, consider both our family of faith and those who are 
far from Jesus as we plan for the future, and continue to be true to 
God’s Word while sharing that central message of salvation in Christ 
in creative and compelling ways.   

This Fall, we encourage everyone to be a part of weekly worship, 
small group study, and personal reading and reflection.  As we en-
counter the words of Jesus in the Red Letter Challenge, we will be 
inspired to evaluate who we are as a people of God and consider 
what kind of church He wants us to be for the sake of our neighbor-
hoods and communities.  While it will be a time of change for us, 
both personally and collectively, with Christ leading the way, it will 
also be a time when faith triumphs over fear, and lives will be 
changed here in time and also for eternity.  May the wisdom of God 
be with us as we work together in Jesus’ name! 

Pastor Brad   
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Passionately sharing  

the love of Jesus  

with all people! 

stmarkbattlecreek.org 

 

August  

Aug 1st Estate Planning Seminar  

Aug 26th Council Meeting   

 

September  

2nd Labor Day Offices Closed 

8th Children’s Ministry Kick-Off 

11th Confirmation & Fall Studies Begin 

23rd Council Meeting 

29th Fifth Sunday (Special Collection) 

 

October 

6th Red Letter Challenge! 

25th Trunk or Treat  

27th Reformation Sunday 

28th Council Meeting  
 

 

 

New Members  

Gayle Mason TR 

 

If you love 
me, keep my 
commands. 

John 14:15 



Kick-Off for Children’s Ministry 
Begins on Sunday, September 8th.  

Confirmation Class  
Begins Wednesday, September 11th at 6:30pm. 
 
Registration now available for Confirmation and Children’s  
Ministry at stmarkbattlecreek.org.  
 

New Staff  
Shannon Beyersdorf  office@stmarkbattlecreek.org 
Grant Bowdish  gbowdish@stmarkbattlecreek.org  
Holly Rivard finance@stmarkbattlecreek.org  

SMLC Events 
& Outreach 
 

Blanket Making  
Tuesday, August 6th & 13th  

10:00-12:00am   

Tuesday, August 27th 6:30-8:30pm 
Tuesday, Sept 10th 6:30-8:30pm 

 
You are invited to join us for making 

tie-blankets for the Haven of Rest. 

We will plan on doing two evening 

sessions as well TBA. All supplies 

are provided through a Thrivent Ac-

tion Team. We would like as many 

people who are interested in this to 

join us for fellowship and service. 

We need many happy hands!  

Contact Kay Coons at 269-830-9536. 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 114 E. Minges Rd. Battle Creek, MI 49015 269.964.0401 office@stmarkbattlecreek.org 

Stuff-A-Bus 
Through August 11th  

2018-2019  Year End Financial Summary 

    YTD Actual       YTD Budgeted  

SMLC General  
Contributions   $465,120  $440,500  

OWC Tuition and Fees  $1,470,302  $1,417,000  

      

      

      

      

      

   

 

 

If you have any questions please call Tom Beuchler at 269.963.1579 
or Holly Rivard at 269.964.0401 or talk to any member of the team. 

Net (Loss)                                  $121,473                                  

Finance Update  

Family Ministry Update 
The Lord has been doing great things at SMLC this summer! In 
June, we welcomed 220 children with 54 volunteers onto our 
campus for Vacation Bible School! During the week, the children 
learned about how ‘when life is wild, God is good!’ We are so 
excited to continue the theme of God’s presence & promises 
throughout the year.  

In July, 5 high school youth with myself and Matt Neal drove to 

Minneapolis, MN for the National Youth Gathering. This week 
made a huge impact on the faith lives of our young people. Each 
day we learned about our Real. Present. God. Thank you to eve-

ryone who prayed and donated money to help make this trip hap-
pen. We can’t wait to see what God does through the lives of our 
young people.  

 
Sarah Roth, Family Ministry Director  

We finished the fiscal year of 2018-2019 strongly, with a  

combine net from SMLC and OWC of $121,473. 

Mortgage balance as of June 30, 2019, $854,315 


