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Dear Bride and Groom: 
 

We are so excited to serve you in preparation for your special day! 
 

Marriage is God's idea. When God united the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, He 
established the relationship of husband and wife. God's intent was that marriage would 
be for life. He expected that spouses would seek to love, support and share life with 
each other. God also created marriage to be a blessing, and the foundation for a family.  
 

As an engaged couple planning to be married soon, we want to assist you in planning a 
beautiful, God pleasing ceremony. We also want to help you establish a strong Chris-
tian foundation for your family.  
 

The material offered in the following pages is provided as a guideline for what we 
believe to be good Christian practice. We want to assist you in designing a memorable 
Christian service that will glorify God and begin your lifelong marriage relationship on 
a joyous and positive note. Therefore, the counsel we offer, the suggestions we make, 
and the church policies we uphold, are all presented in love for you as a couple.  
 

God’s richest blessings to you as you become one in His name!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Brad 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMLC Marriage Policy  
As Lutheran Christians, we believe as the Bible teaches and we affirm what 
Jesus affirms concerning Christian marriage: “That in the beginning the Crea-
tor ‘made them male and female’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh’.  So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

From the Lutheran Service Book regarding the institution of Christian mar-
riage we also read the following: “Marriage is an honorable estate that was 
instituted and blessed by God in Paradise before humanity's fall into sin.  In 
marriage we see a picture of the relationship between Jesus Christ and His 
bride, the Christian Church.  Our Lord blessed and honored marriage with 
His presence and first miracle at Cana in Galilee.  This estate is also com-
mended by the Apostle Paul as good and honorable.  Therefore, marriage is 
not to be entered into inadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and 
in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God. 
 

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God 
for mutual companionship and support both in prosperity and in adversity.  
Marriage was also ordained so that a man and a woman may find delight in 
one another in the sexual union, and bond in that special way that God has 
reserved for marriage.  God also established marriage for the procreation of 
children who are to be brought up in the knowledge and love of the Lord.” 

 

For these reasons, St. Mark Lutheran Church will only participate in and host  
marriage ceremonies and receptions in accordance with the Word of God and 
the teachings of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod which are stated in Ar-
ticle 3 of our Constitution.  To help you best plan for a God-pleasing ceremo-
ny and prepare for a faithful marriage as husband and wife, we invite you to 
meet with our pastor as soon as possible to discuss your ideas for your cere-
mony, and to make plans moving forward for both your ceremony and your 
pre-marriage preparation.  We pray God’s richest blessings upon your up-
coming wedding ceremony and your union as husband and wife. 
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Your Christian Wedding 

I. The Christian Wedding as Worship 

 

The wedding ceremony is a unique opportunity for Christians to join together in 
praising God for the blessings of marriage, family, and home.  A Christian wedding is 
also an act of worship conducted as part of the congregation's public ministry.  
Therefore, the service should be reverent, dignified and in harmony with sound 
Christian practice, while at the same time reflecting the expression of love, passion, 
commitment and life that the couple wishes to share with one another.  

 
II. THE CHRISTIAN COUPLE AS A WITNESS 

 
St. Mark, as a community of believers in Jesus Christ, recognizes that we possess both a privi-
lege and a responsibility to perform marriages that are pleasing to God and in accordance with 
Michigan State Law.  Through the ministry of this congregation, we seek to glorify God and to 
encourage and support each other in living a Christian lifestyle.  While we are under no obliga-
tion to perform marriage ceremonies, we want to because of our desire to have couples invite 
Christ into the center of their relationships, and also because of the profound witness that Chris-
tian couples show to their invited guests, their families and their friends when they decide to 
have a Christian marriage ceremony.  Therefore, couples wishing to be married at St. Mark must 
show their commitment to our Lord through: 
♦ Regular worship, study, service, giving and a lifestyle reflective of their Christian faith 

♦ Participation in pre-marital counseling with the Pastor of St. Mark or other approved clergy 

♦ The completion of the New Member Class/Adult Instruction Course 

♦ Cooperation in the planning of the ceremony with the Pastor and Music Director of St. Mark 

♦ Promising to continue in their Christian lifestyle after the ceremony is over 
 

Anticipation of Your Wedding 
 

III. Pre-Marriage Planning 
 

Plan Early - A couple reserves a date on the church calendar by meeting with the Pastor.  This should 
be done at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date. 
 

Pre-Marriage Counseling - Each couple being married at St. Mark will participate in pre-marriage 
counseling.  This can also be accomplished by the couple's attendance at a pre-marriage seminar, or, if 
other arrangements are necessary, the couple will need to schedule alternate counseling through another 
approved pastor. Most counseling appointments will be scheduled Monday –Friday 9am –5pm so you 
may need to take off work to make these meetings.  
 

Adult Instruction Class - Non-members are expected to attend the New Member Classes as an 
introduction to the Christian faith and as preparation for establishing a strong, God-pleasing home. 
While becoming a St. Mark member is not required, attendance at these classes is required. 
 



 

IV. Music for the Christian Wedding 
 

The LUTHERAN WORSHIP AGENDA states: "Music selected should embody high 
standards of quality and, in general, reflect the praise of God, God's steadfast love in Christ as 
the foundation and model for marriage, and the asking of God's presence and blessing.”   
 

The Director of Music is in charge of all musical plans and arrangements for weddings.  
Please contact her at least four months prior to the wedding date for consultation. If your 
wedding service has no other music, it is almost certain to have music accompanying the 
entrance and recessional of the bridal party.  Music for the processional and recessional 
should also reflect the Christian nature of the wedding. 
 

Christians are reviving the tradition of congregational hymn singing in the wedding service.  
The singing of hymns by the congregation can be an excellent way of including those 
assembled as you thank and praise God, and ask His blessing upon your marriage. 
 

The use of a soloist or instrumentalist is also an appropriate source of special music for the 
wedding service.  The Director of Music can recommend appropriate singers, musicians, and 
songs for your ceremony.    
 

V. Planning the Service 

 
Couples approaching St. Mark for their wedding should come seeking a Christian ceremony & a mar-
ried life that will be devoted to God and to one another; therefore we offer these policies as guide-
lines: 
 
Ceremony - An example ceremony is provided in section VI. Pastor  will also be previewing the 
service with you during pre-marriage appointments.  
 

Music - All music for the wedding is to be planned with St. Mark's Director of Music, who  should be 
contacted at least four months prior to your wedding date. 
 

Wedding Times -  Scheduling must allow at least 2 hours before and after any other scheduled 
church-wide or child care center-wide event.  
 

Rehearsal - All marriage ceremonies require a rehearsal in order to assure that the service will 
proceed smoothly.  A time will be scheduled with the church office when all participants can be 
present for such a rehearsal. Please plan for an hour and a half.   Any special concerns or wishes 
regarding the ceremony should be discussed with the pastor well in advance of the rehearsal date dur-
ing the pre-marriage counseling. Those attending the rehearsal should be punctual and dressed appro-
priately.  
 

Printed Bulletin - Frequently, couples wish to have a printed bulletin.  We can print your programs 
for you if you obtain bulletin covers from one of the Christian  
book stores, or from an on line supplier, or you can prepare one of your own.  The bulletin 
information and covers must be returned to the church office two weeks prior to the rehearsal date. 
 

Communion ~ Out of respect for the sacrament, and for families and friends who often come from di     
verse spiritual backgrounds, Holy Communion is not celebrated during wedding ceremonies.  



 

 

Vows and Readings ~ A selection of  vows and Scripture readings are available.  The couple can 
discuss these with the officiating pastor as they meet to plan their service. The couple may also write 
their own vows to share during the ceremony as well.  
 

Florist ~ If the couple desires flowers, the florist should be contacted and arrangements made for the 

flowers to be delivered to the church the day of the ceremony.  If the couple wishes to leave the floral 

pieces for worship on Sunday, it should be so indicated on the wedding information form.   

♦Flower Girls ~ Should use silk/artificial flowers to throw in the aisle.   

 

Unity Candles ~ Pedestal or  table mount are available for  use.  

Aisle ~ If an aisle runner  is utilized, the length needed is 50’. 

Pews ~ Please use clips or  taped wire for  decorating.  

Changing Rooms ~ Available for  the wedding par ty.  

Photographs ~The photographer should confer with the Pastor prior to the wedding.   

 

Video ~ Video cameras may be used to record the wedding service.  The camera will be stationary, and 

may be located behind the altar, on the side, or up in the balcony.  Under no circumstances may the 

camera be manned and visible to the worshipping congregation. 

 

Rice/Bird Seed ~ The throwing of rice or bird seed inside or outside the building is not permitted, and, 

truth be told, no one ever does that anymore:)   

 

Alcoholic Beverages ~ To provide a positive, healthy Christian environment for your rehearsal & cere-

mony, there are to be no alcoholic beverages carried or consumed on the St. Mark campus in connection 

with your wedding.  Also, those attending rehearsals and weddings should not have been drinking prior 

to their participation. 

 

License ~ In the state of Michigan, you must be 18 years of age to become legally mar r ied.  Within 
30 days of your ceremony and at least a week before your ceremony, please plan a visit to the Calhoun 
County Clerk at either the Justice Center in Battle Creek or the Calhoun County Courthouse in Mar-
shall. Please bring a photo ID with your current address, and your social security number.  You also will 
need to know your birth towns and the birth states of your parents along with the correct spelling of 
their names.  If your ID does not have your current address please bring proof of residence in the form 
of a water bill or employer’s check.  All requests must be accompanied by the appropriate fee in the 
form of a check or money order, made payable to Calhoun County Clerk. Visa or MasterCard payments 
are also accepted.  A marriage license costs $20.  Additional copies can be purchased for $10 for the 
first copy and $5 for each additional copy. 
You may visit the Calhoun County website (calhouncounty@mi.gov) to print off the forms to expedite 
the process if you so choose. 
 

You will leave the courthouse with two copies of your marriage license and bring both of those to the 
church. After the ceremony, the copy with the gold seal is your document to keep!  The copy with the 
embossed seal will be mailed by the presiding Pastor.    
 

Calhoun County Clerk                    Justice Center 
315 W. Green St.                             161 East Michigan Avenue 

Marshall, MI 49068                         Battle Creek, MI 49014 

 

 

 

 

 



VI. An Order of Worship for the Wedding 
 

~PRE-WEDDING MUSIC~ 

~SEATING OF THE SPECIAL GUESTS~  
~SEATING OF THE MOTHERS~ 

 

~PROCESSIONAL~ 

 

Pastor: Who gives this woman to be married to this man? 

  Bride's Father: Her mother and I. / I do.  
 

~INVOCATION~ 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, you blessed the couple at the Canaan wedding by your 

presence. You gave them a precious gift. In this glad hour let us rejoice 

together in your presence. Bless all who are gathered here with grace and 
power. Pour upon this couple your special blessing that they might enjoy a 

long and joyous marriage. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

~INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE~ 

 + THE SCRIPTURE READINGS + 

 

Old Testament 
New Testament 
Gospel Reading 

 

(see the section titled “Wedding Passages” for other Scriptures) 
 

 

~WEDDING MESSAGE ~ 

 

~ THE MARRIAGE VOWS ~ 

 

Pastor: God leaves the growth of the union in your keeping. He will help your life 

together to be spiritually fruitful and secure. He will help your trust in Him 

to grow so you  can truly experience the love which casts out all fear.  

Pastor to Groom:   This woman has given to you all that she is: her talents and faults, 

her successes and failures, her faith and doubts. Her future is bound up in 
your future, and her happiness lies in your happiness. Her desire is not for 

material wealth or fame, but for a husband who will love and care for her, 

and with whom she can grow in the knowledge and love of the Holy Spirit. 

Pastor to Bride: This man has given you all that he is: his strengths and weaknesses, 

his successes and failures, his faith and doubts. He will look to you for en-

couragement, for cheerfulness, and confidence. He 
must always know that you are behind him in all that 

he does, praying for him and providing a home of 

warmth and love. 

Pastor: Have you solemnly considered what would be your 

duties as a Christian husband/wife? 

 



 

Pastor: And now in token that your hearts are joined together in love, will you please join 

hands and say your vows... 

 

Groom: I love you, Name, and want you to be my wife. I promise before God, our fami-

ly and friends to be a Spirit-filled husband to you, and to assist you in the spir-

itual growth of our home. I will stand by you in sickness and in health, through 

poverty and plenty, joy and sorrow, now and forever. All that I am and have I 

give to you. 

 

Bride: I love you, Name, and want you to be my husband. I believe that God has 

willed that we be husband and wife, and that He will continue to bless our love. 

Therefore, I promise to stand by you in sickness and in health, through poverty 

and plenty, joy and sorrow, now and forever, for you are my beloved. 

 

~THE EXCHANGE OF THE RINGS~ 

 

Pastor: Exchange rings now as a sign and token of your love here pledged. 
Groom/Bride: This ring I give you is a sign and promise of my love and faithfulness to you. 

 

 

~PRONOUNCEMENT OF MARRIAGE~ 

 

Pastor:   Forasmuch as ______ and _______ have consented together in holy marriage and 

have declared the same before God and these witnesses, I pronounce them husband 

and wife in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

 What God has joined together, let no one separate.  

 

 

~WEDDING CANDLE CEREMONY~ 

(if desired) 
 

 

~THE WEDDING PRAYER~ 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we have learned about love from your loving Son, Jesus Christ. 

He lived a life of love toward all people. By your grace we live in that perfect love. 
And what a difference that makes in our lives. When by faith we realize your love 

for us, we are able to love one another. Today ____ and ____ have grown to love 

each other seek your blessing on their marriage as they become husband and wife. 
May their lives today be the beginning of a better life together than they have ever 

known apart.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

   ~THE LORD'S PRAYER~ 

 

~THE BLESSING~ 

 

~RECESSIONAL~ 

 



Wedding Passages 
 

BIBLE READINGS 

Please review the following readings and select three that you would like to be read at your ceremony. Also, 
you may identify one or more family members or friends to read the Bible passages during the ceremony.  
Your reader(s) are invited to attend and practice their reading during the rehearsal. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS 

 

Genesis 2:18, 20-24  The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suit-
able for him." 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. 
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; 
and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the 
LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The 
man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken 
out of man." 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will 
become one flesh. 
 

Psalm 127:1-5 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over 
the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 2 In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat  for 
he grants sleep to those he loves. 3 Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him. 4 Like 
arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth. 5 Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of 
them.  
 

Psalm 128:1-5  Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways. 2 You will eat the fruit of your 
labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your 
sons will be like olive shoots around your table. 4 Thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. 5 May the 
LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life. 6 and may you live to see your children's children. 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10 If one falls 
down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 11 Also, if two 
lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 12 Though one may be overpow-
ered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.  
 

Song of Solomon 8:6-7  Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong 
as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 7 Many waters 
cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it 
would be utterly scorned. 
 

Ruth 1:16-17  But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I 
will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death 
separates you and me." 

 

Proverbs 3:3-6  Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the 
tablet of your heart. 4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the 
LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make your paths straight. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-14   For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to 
me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will 
be found by you," declares the LORD." 

 

 

 

 



NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-8,13  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, 
I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
is not rude, it is not self seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, al-
ways perseveres. 8 Love never fails. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. 
 

Colossians 3:12-17  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wis-
dom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.  
 

1 John 4:7-12  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 
and His love is made complete in us. 
 

Ephesians 5:21-33  Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit to your 
husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit to their husbands in everything. 25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her 26  to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with wa-
ter through the word, 27  and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his 
own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church   30 for we are members of his 
body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery  but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must 
respect her husband. 
 

Romans 12:9-12 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted 
to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, 
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.  
  
 

 

 
 

 



 
GOSPEL READINGS  

 

Matthew 7:24-27 24 " Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had 
its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash." 

 

Matthew 19:4-6 

4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and fe-
male,' 5  and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let man not separate."  

 

John 15:1-8 

1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, 
and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Nei-
ther can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a 
man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 
If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and It will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glo-
ry, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 

John 15:9-15 

9 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10  If you obey 
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and 
remain in his love. 11  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete. 12  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13  Greater 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14  You are my friends if 
you do what I command. 15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 
his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you. 

 

  

 

 



 
Alternate Wedding Promises 

#1 
Name, I take you to be my wife/husband from this time onward, to join with 
you and to share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and to 
listen, to inspire and to respond, and in all circumstances of our life together 
to be loyal to you with my whole life and with all my being. 
 

#2 

I take you, name, to be my wife/husband, I promise before God and these 
witnesses to be your faithful wife/husband, to share with you in plenty and 
in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and 
strengthen you and to join with you so that together we may serve God and 
others as long as we both shall live. 
 

#3 

I take you, name, to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise you: I 
will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help, and 
care for you; I will share my life with you; I will forgive you as we have 
been forgiven; and I will try with you better to understand ourselves, the 
world, and God; through the best and the worst of what is to come as long as 
we live. 
 

#4 

PROMISE TO EACH OTHER: 
P             ___________ & ______________, now is the time for you to make 
your promise of commitment to each other; that you will live in God’s love and 
forgiveness, and that you will love and respect one another throughout your mar-
ried lives together. 
 

The groom says after the pastor: 
I, (Groom), | take you, (Bride),| to be my wedded wife, | to have and to hold from 
this day forward, | for better, for worse, | for richer, for poorer, |  
in sickness and in health, | to love and to cherish, | till death parts us, | according 
to God's holy will; | and I pledge you my faithfulness. 
 

The bride, in the same way, says after the pastor: 
I,  (Bride), | take you, (Groom), | to be my wedded husband, | to have and to hold 
from this day forward, | for better, for worse, | for richer, for poorer, |  
in sickness and in health, | to love and to cherish, | till death parts us, | according 
to God's holy will; | and I pledge you my faithfulness. 



Wedding Information Form 
 
 

Wedding Day/Date: Time:_____________ 

 

Rehearsal Day/Date: Time:_____________ 

 

Pastor Requested:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Today's Date:   

   (Weddings will normally be scheduled no less than six months after the initial contact is made.) 

  

 

Groom's Name:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Phone: (home) ______________________ (work) 
 

 Church Membership:    St. Mark: ______     Other:_________________________________ 

 

 Age:________       O Single        O Widowed        O Divorced - When__________________ 

 

 

 

Bride's Name:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Phone: (home) ______________________ (work) 
 

 Church Membership:    St. Mark: ______     Other:_________________________________ 

 

 Age:________        O Single      O Widowed        O Divorced - When __________________ 

 

 

 

 

Future Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Future Telephone Number: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Groom's Parents:   Attending Wedding:    O  Yes O No    

                              Attending Wedding:    O  Yes O No 

Bride’s  Parents:   Attending Wedding:    O  Yes O No    

                              Attending Wedding:    O  Yes O No 

 

Best Man: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Maid or Matron of Honor (circle one): _________________________________________________ 

 

Bridesmaids: ____________________________________________________________________ 

                    

                      ___________________________________________________________________   

                  

                      ____________________________________________________________________   

 

Attendants:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                    _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                    _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Flower Girl:                        (age:        )  Ring Bearer:       (age:       ) 
 

Attendant to bring in Bride's Mother: ________________________________________________ 

 

Attendant to bring in Groom's Mother: _______________________________________________ 

 

Ushers: ________________________________________________________________________ 

             

   ________________________________________________________________________

            

Total persons in party: ________ 

 

Do you wish the following question to be asked in the ceremony?       O   Yes       O   No 

Pastor: Who gives this woman to be married to this man? 

Father: ______ I do  - or -    ______ Her mother and I do. 
 
Person giving the bride away: _______________________________________________________
  

Bridal Veil:     O   No        O   Yes    When to be lifted: ___________________________________ 

 



Double Ring Ceremony: O   Yes        O    No  
 

Number of guests expected:                   O   Bride/Groom Seating         O   Balanced Seating 

 

************************************************************************* 

To be completed in consultation with the pastor: 
Scripture Readings:   
 Old Testament: _____________________ Reader____________________ 

  

 New Testament: ____________________  Reader____________________ 

 

 Gospel:  ___________________________Reader____________________ 

 

Marriage Vows:          O  Regular        O  Alternate #____       O  Recited        O  Repeated 

 

Names to be used in service: _________________________________________________ 

 

Special Concerns (i.e. special needs of wedding participants; special wedding features): 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________
         

Music (To be completed in consultation with the Director of Music):  All music for  the 
wedding is to be planned with St. Mark’s Director of Music 4 months prior to your wedding 
date. 
 

O  Organist or Pianist: ______________________________________________________ 

 

O  Other: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

O  Soloist: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

O  Instrumentalist: ________________________________________________________ 

  

    Pre-Service Music: __________________________________________________ 

 

                                        __________________________________________________   
 

   Processional: ______________________________________________________ 

 

    Solo Music: _______________________________________________________ 

 

    Congregational Hymn: _______________________________________________ 

 

 Recessional: _______________________________________________________ 

    
 Recessional: _______________________________________________________ 

 



 

Wedding Bulletins 

 

O  No        O  Yes      From St. Mark _______ Your Own _______  Quantity: _________ 

 

Florist      O  Altar  Flowers - Will they remain for worship?              O  Yes           O  No 

 

Candles (Other than altar) 
 

Unity Candle:         O  Yes      O  No        
 

Photographer/Video 

 

Name of Photographer:________________________________________________________ 

 

      Phone:      

 

Name of Videographer: _______________________________________________________ 

 

      Phone:      

 

Reception 

 

Place: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Location: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Wedding Reservation Form 

I,  ___________________________________________________________________  (groom) 

         O  St. Mark member         O  Joining St. Mark                O  Non-member 

       and 

I,  ____________________________________________________________________  (bride)
  

         O  St. Mark member                O  Joining St. Mark                 O  Non-member 

 

Desire to be married in a Christian ceremony at St. Mark Lutheran Church, Battle Creek, MI  

 

    on ________________________________ (date) at __________(time) 

   

    Rehearsal: ________________________________ (date) at __________ (time) 

 

We understand that St. Mark's ministry is committed to assisting us in establishing a Christian  

home.  In preparation for our wedding we will: 

 

♦ Attend worship regularly and faithfully in order that we may grow in our relationship 
with God and each other. 

 

♦ Participate in adult instruction classes, Bible Studies or Small Group study God's word 
together as a means of better equipping us to establish a Christian foundation for our 
family.  

 

♦ Receive pre-marriage counseling. 
 

♦ Participate in one outreach event together. 
 

♦ Co-operate in planning a wedding service that beautifully gives glory to God while 
uniting us in marriage. 

 

 

 

Signed ________________________________________________ (groom)  

Signed ________________________________________________ (bride) 
 

A $200 deposit is required to hold the wedding date on the church calendar. The deposit fee will 
be applied to the wedding fees. The fee is not refundable. 
 
DATE RECEIVED: ___________________ 

      

CHECK NO: __________________  



Wedding Fees 
 

WEDDING CHARGES:   
Includes use of the building, custodial fees, administrative fees, Music  
Director services and Honorarium for Pastor.           $650.00 

 

OFFSITE WEDDING CHARGES:  
                          $450.00 

 

OPTIONS:   
 

  

 Soloist or Instrumentalist:      $50.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . …….. .     $ _____ 

 

 

 Other _______________________________________________        $ _____ 

 

 

             Total Options                       $______ 

 

TOTAL (Wedding Charges and Options) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $ _____ 

 

$200.00  Deposit Paid On ________________, 20____ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $-200.00 

 

        Balance Due 2 Weeks Prior to Wedding Date  . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $  _____ 

    

   Paid On ________________, 20___ 

            (Make check payable to St. Mark Lutheran Church)                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

           Revised 4/2013 

“For this reason, a man shall 
leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife….” (Genesis 2:24) 



 

Check List 
 

 

 

____ Wedding Reservation Form completed  Date: _____________ 

 ($200.00 deposit required to reserve your wedding date)   

 

 

____ Pre-Marriage Counseling/Seminar completed  Date:______________ 

 

 

 

____ New Member Classes completed  Date:______________ 

  

 

 

____ Wedding Information Form reviewed with Pastor  Date:_________________ 

 

  

 

____ Director of Music contacted  Date:_________________
(contacted at least four  months prior to wedding) 

 

 

____  Wedding License  Date: _____________ 

 (due in church office four working days prior to rehearsal) 

 

 

____ Program Review   Date: _____________ 

 (due in church office four working days prior to rehearsal) 

 

 

 

____ Wedding Fees paid   Date: _____________ 

 (due in church office four working days prior to rehearsal) 




